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tions on theſe great 
recommendations of the 18th inſtant, herewith tranſmit- 


conſideration of that mode, 
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HE proſpect which has for ſome time exiſted, and 
which is now bappily realized, of a ſucceſsful 
termination of the war, together with the cri- 
tical exigencies of public affairs, have made it 
the duty of Congreſs to review and provide for the debts 
which the war bas left upen the United States, and to 
Jook forward to the means of obviating dangers which 
may interrupt the harmony and tranquility of the confe- 
deracy. The reſult of their mature aud ſolemn del'bera- 
jects is contained in their ſeveral 


ted. Although theſe recommendations ſpeak ti emſelves 


the principles on which they are founded, 2s well as the 
ends which they propoſe, it will nat be improper to en- 

ter into a few explanations and remarks, in order to place 
_ In a ſtronger view the neceflity of complying with them. 


The firlt meaſure recommendet is, effect ua} proviſion for 


the debts of the United States. The amount of theſedebts, 


as far as they can now be aſcertained, is 42.000, 375 dul- 


lars, as will appear by the-ſchedule No, 1. To diſcharge 
the principal of this aggregate debt at once, or in any 


ſhort period, is evidently not within the compaſs of our 
reſources ; and even if it could be accompliſhed, rhe eaſe 
of the community would require that the debt iiſelf ſuld 
be left to a courſe of gradual exiinguiſhment, and certain 


funds be provided for paying in the mean time the an 


nual intereſt. The amount of the annual intereſt, as 
will appear by the paper laſt referred to, is computed to 
be 2,415,956 dollars. Funds, therefore, which will cer- - 


tainly and — produce this annual ſum at leaſt, 
muſt be provided x | 3 


la deviſing theſe funds Congreſs did not overlook the 
mode of ſupplying the common treaſury, provided by the 
articles of confederation ; 7 after the moſt reſpecifut 

ey were on 0 re- 
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gard it as inadequate and inapplicable to the form inte 
which the public debt muſt be throwu. The delays and 
uncertainties Incident to a revenue to be eſtabliſhe d ande 
collected from time to time by thirteen independent au- 
thorities, is, at firſt view, irreconcileable with the punctu- 
ality eſſential in the diſcharge of the intereſt of a nation- 
al debt. Our own experience, after making every altow. 
ance for tranſient impediments, has been a ſufficient il. 
Juſtration of this truth. Some departure, therefore, in 
the recommendations of Congreſs, from the fœderal con- 
ſtitution, was unavoidable; but it will be found to be dd 
mall as could be reconciled; with the object in view, and 
to be ſupp̃orted beſides by ſolid conſiderations of intereſt 
and ſound policy. FTF N 
- The fund which firſt preſented itſelf on this, as it 
did on a former occaſion, was a tax on imports. The 
reaſons which recommended this branch of revenue, have 
heretofore been ſtated in an act, of which a copy, No. 2, 
is now forwarded, and need not be; here repeated; It 
_ will ſuffice to recapitulate, that taxes on conſumption 
are always leaſt; burthen ſome, becauſe they are leaſt felt, 
and are botrne too by thoſe who are both willing and 
able to pay them: that of all taxes on conſamption, thoſe 
on foreigu commerce are moſt compatible with the geni- 
us and policy of free ſtates: that from the relative poſiti - 
ons of ſome of the more commercial ſtates, it will be im* 
poſſible to bring this efizncial reſource into uſe without 
nu concerted uniformity : that this uniformity cannot be 
concerted through any channel. ſo properly as through 
Congreſs, nor for any purpoſe ſo aptly as for paying the 
debts of a revolution, from which au unbouuded freedom 
Has accrued to commet ce. 1 
In renewing this propoſition to the ſtates, we have not 
been unmindful of the objections which heretofore fruſ. 
trated the unanimous adoption of it. We have limited 
the duration of the revenue to the term of 25 years; and 
we have lefc to the ſtates themſelves the appointment of 
the officers who are to collect it, If the ſtrict maxims of 
national credit alone were to be conſulted, the revenue 
ought manifeſtly to be coexiſtent with the object of ir, and 
_ the collection placed in every reſpect under that authori- 
ty which is to diſpenſe the former, and 1s reſpouſible for 
the latter. Theſe relaxations will, we truſt, be regarded on 
one haud as the effect of a diſpoſition in Congreſs toattend at 
all times to the ſentiments of thoſe whom they ſerve, aud 
| | on 
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on the other hand, as a proof of their anxious deſire that 
oviſion may be made in ſome way or other for an ha- 
nourable and juſt fulfilment of the engagements which 
they have formed. F £0 
To render this fund as productive. as poſſible, and at 


the ſame time to narrow the room for colluſions and 
frauds, it has been judged an improvement of the plan, 


to recommend a liberal duty on ſuch articles as are moſt 


ſaſceptible of a tax according to their quantity, and are 


of moſtequal and 22 conſumption ; leaving all other 


articles, as hereto 


ore ptopoſed, to be taxed according to 
their vue. 7 9060 5 


Tue amount of this fund is cowputed to be 915,956 


dollars. The eſtimates on. which the computation is 
made, are detailed in paper No. 3. Accuracy in the firſt 
eſſay on ſo complex and fluctuating a ſubject is not to be 


expected. It is preſumed to be as near the truth as the 


defect of proper materials would admit. = 
The reſidue of the computed intereſt:is 1,500,000 dol- 
lars, and is referred to the ſtates to be provided for by ſuch 


funds as they may judge moſt convenient. Here again | 


the ſtrict maxims of public credit gave way to the defire 


of Congreſs to conform to the ſentiments of their conlti- 


tuents. It onght not to be omitted, however, with re- 
ſpect to this portion of the revenue, that the mode in 


which it is to be ſupplied, varies ſo little from that point - 


ed out in the articles of confederation, and the variations 
are ſo conducive to tlie great object propoſed, that a rea; 


dy and unqualified compliance on the part of the ſtates 
may be the more juſtly expected. In fixing the quotas 
of this ſum, Congreſs, as may be well imagined, were 
guided by very imperfe& lights, and ſome inequalities 


may conſequently have enſued, Theſe, however, can be 
but temporary, and as far as they may exiſt at all, will be 
redreſſed by a retroſpective adjuſtment, as ſoon as a con- 
ſtitutional rule can be applied. 35h e 
The neceſſity of making the two foregoing proviſions 
one indiviſible and irrevocable act, is apparent. Without 
the. firſt quality, partial proviſion only might be made 
where compleat proviſion is eſſential z nay, as ſome ſtates 


might prefer and adopt one of the funds only, and the o- 4 


ther ſtates the other fund only, it might happen that no 
proviſion at all would be made: without the ſecondg a 
ſingle ſtate our of the thirteen might at any time involve 
the nation in bankruptey, the mere practicability of which 


Eren 


5 would be a fatal bar to the eſtabliſhment of national ere · 


dit. Inſtead of enlarging on theſe topics, two obſerva- 
tons ere ſubmitied to the juſtice and wiſdom of the legiſ- 
Jatures. Firſt: The preſent creditors, or rather the do- 
meſtic part of them, having eitber made their loans for 
a period which has expired, or having become creditors 
iu the firſt inſtance involuntarily, are entitled, on the clear 


principles of juſtice and good faith, to demand the prin- 


cipal of their credirs, inſtead of accepting the annual in- 


tereſt. It is neceſſary, therefore, as the principal cannot 


be paid to them on demand, that the intereſt ſhould be 
ſo effectually and ſatisfactorily ſecured, as to enavie them * 
if they incline, to transfer their ſtock at its Full value. 
Secondly : if the funds be ſo firmly conſtituted as to in- 
Jpire-a thorough and univerſal confidence, may it not be 
hoped, that the capital of the domeſtic debt, which bears 
the high intereſt of ſix per cent. may be ccncelled by o- 


ther loans obtained at a more mgderate intereſt? The 


ſaving by ſuch an operation, would be a clear one, and 
might be a conſiderable one. As a proof of the neceſlity of 
ſubſtantial funds for a ſupport of our credit abroad, we 
refer to paper No. 4. | | 5 

Thus much for the intereſt of the national debt: for 
the diſcharge of the principal, within the term limited, 
we rely on the natural enereaſe of the revenue from eom : 


merce, on requiſitions to be made from time to time for 


that purpoſe, as circumſtances may diftate, and on the 
proſpect of vacant territory, If theſe-reſources ſhould 
prove inadequate, it will be neceſfary, at the expiration 


of twenty-five years, to continue the funds now recom- 


mended, or to eftab}iſh ſuck others as may then be found 
more convenient. 
With a view to the reſource laſt mentioned, as well as 
to obviate diſagreeable controverſies and confuſiuns, Con- 
greſs have included in their preſent recommendations, a 
renewal of thoſe of the 6th day of September, and of the 
toth day of October, 1780. In both thoſe reſpects, a 
li beral and final accommodation of all interfering claims 
of vacant territory, is an object Which cannot be preſſed 
with too much ſolicitude. | 1 | 
The laſt object recommended is a conſtitutional change 
of the rule, by which a partition of the common burdens 
is go be made. The expediency and even neceſſity ot ſuch 
a change has been ſufficiently inforced: by the local injuſ- 
tice and diſcontents which have proeceded from valuati- 
ons of the ſoil in every ſtate where the experiment has 


been 
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Gow made, But how infitely muſt theſe evils be in- 


creaſed, on a compariſon of ſuch valuations among the 
ates themſelves! On whatever fide indeed this rule be 


ſurveyed, the execution of it muſt be attended with the 


molt ſerious difficulties. If the valuations be referred to 
the authorities of the ſeveral ſtates, a general ſatisfacti- 


on is not to be hoped for: If they be executed by officers 


of the United States traverſing the country for that pur- 
poſe, beſides the inequalities againſt which this mode 
would be no ſecurity, the expence would be both enormous 

and obnoxious : If the mode taken in the act of the 19th 
day of February laſt, which was deemed on the whole 
leaſt objectionable, be adhered to, ſtill the inſufficieney 

of the data to the purpoſe to which they are to be appli. 

ed, muſt greatly impair, if not utterly deſtroy all confi- 
dence in the accuracy of the reſult ; not to mention that 
as far as the reſult can be at all a juſt one, it will be indebt- 
ed for the advantage to the principle on which the rule 
propoſed to be ſubitituted'is founded. This rule, altho“ 
not free from objections, is liable to fewer than any other 
that could be deviſed. The only material difficulty 
which attended it in the deliberations of Congreſs was, 
ro fix the proper difference between the labour and in- 


duſtry of free inhabitants, and of all other inhabitants, 


The ratio ultimately agreed on was the effect of mutual 
conceſſions; and if it ſhould be ſuppoſed not to correſ - 
pond preciſely with the fact, no doubt ought to be enter. 
tained that an equal ſpirit of uccommodation among the 


ſeveral legiſla:ures, will prevail againft little inequalities 


which may be calculated on one fide or on the other. 
But notwithſtanding the confidence of Congreſs, as to the 
ſucceſs of this propoſition, it is their duty to recollect 
that the event may poſſibly diſappoint' them, and to re- 
queſt that meaſures may ſtill be purſued for obraining and 
tranſmitting the information called for in the act of the 
17th of February laſt, which in ſuch event will be eſſential. 
The plan, thus communicated and explained by Con- 
eſs, mnit now receive its fate from their conſtituents. 
All the objects compriſed in it are conceived to be of preat 
importance to the happineſs of this confederated republic; 
are neceſſary to render the fruits of the revo}viion, a full 


_ reward for the blood, the toils, the cares and the calami- 


ties which have purchaſed it. Bur the object, of Which 
the neceſſity will be peculiarly felt, and which it is pe- 
. ns culiarly 


% 
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. enliarly the duty 6f Congreſs to inculeate, is the provi- 


ſion recommended for the national debt. Although this 
debt is greater than could have been wiſhed, it is ſtill 


| Jeſs on the whole than could have been expected; and 
when referred to the cauſe in which it has been incurred, 
and compared with the burdens which wars of ambition 


Dos 


and of vain glory have entailed on other nations, ought to 
be borne not only with cheerfulneſs but with pride. But 


the 1 of the debt makes no part vf the queſtion. - 


It is ſufficient that the debt has been fairly contracted, and 
that juſtice and good faith demand that it ſhould be fully 
diſcharged. Congreſs had nd option but between differ- 
ent modes of diſcharging it. The fame option is the on- 
ly one that can exiſt with the ſtates. The mode which 
has, after long and elaborate diſcuſſion, been preferred, is, 


Le are perſuaded, the leaſt objectionable of any that would 


have been equal to the purpoſe, Under this perſuaſion, 
we call upon thejuſlice and plighted faith of the ſeveral 
ſtates to give it its proper effect, to refle& on the conſe- 


| quences of rejecting it, and to remember that Congreſs 


will not be anſwerable for them. 


If other motives than thor of juſtice could be requiſite 
on this vccaſion, no nation could ever feel ſtronger ; for 
to whom are the debts to be paid ? 5 

To AN ALLY, in the firſt place, who to the exertion of 
his arms in ſapport of our cauſe, has added the ſuccours . 
of his treaſure z who, to his important loans, bas added 
liberal donations ; and whoſe loans themſelves carry the 


impreſſion of his magnanimity and friendſhip. For more 


* 


» Another claſs of creditors is, that illuſtrious and patrictic 


exact information on this point we refer to paper No. 5. 
To individuals in a foreign country, in the next place, 


| who were the firſt to give ſo precious a token of their con- 


fidence in our juſtice, and of their friendſhip for our 
cauſe, and who are members of a republic which was 
ſecond in eſpouſing our rank among nations. For the 
claims and expectations of this claſs ot creditors, we reſer 


* 


to paper No. 6. : 


band of fellow citizens,, whoſe blood and whoſe bra- 
very have defended the f iberties of their country, wha 
have patiently borne, among other diſtreſſes, the privati- 
on of their ſtipends, whilſt the diſtreſſes of their country 
diſabled it frow beſtowing them ; and who, even now, 
alk for no more than ſuch a portion of their dues 5 2 | 

. enable 
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ebable them to retire from the field of victory and lory 
nto the boſom of peace and private citizenſhip, ad | 
ſuch efeRual ſecurity for the reſidue of their claims, as 
. their country is now unqueſtionably able to provide, For 
a fall view of their ſentiments and wiſhes on this ſubject, 
we tranſmit the paper No. 7: and as a freſh and livel) 
inſtance of their ſuperiority to every ſpecies of ſeduction 
from the paths of virtue and of honour, we add the paper 


Tue remaining claſs of creditors is compoſed partly of 
ſuch of our fellow citizens as originally lent to the pub- 
lic the uſe of their funds, or have fince manifeſted moſt 
confidence in their country. by receiving transfers from 
the lenders, and 2 of thoſe whoſe property has been 
either advanced or aſſumed for the public ſervice. To 

diſcriminate the merits of theſe ſeveral deſcriptions ot 


creditors, would be a taſk equally unneceſſary and invi- 


dious. If the voice of humanity plead more loudly in fa- 
vour of ſome than of others, the voice of policy, no lets 
than of juſtice, pleads in favour of all. A wiſe nation 
will never permir thoſe who relieve the wants of their 
country, or who rely moſt on its faith, its firmneſs and 
its reſources, when either of them is diſtruſted, to ſuffer 


by the event. 


Let it be remembered finally, that it has ever been the 
pride and boaſt of America, that the rights for which ſhe 
_ contended, were the rights of human nature, By the 
bleſſing of the author of theſe rights, on the means exert- 
ed for their defence, they have prevailed againſt all op- 
. Poſition and form the baſis of thirreen independent ſtates, 
No inſtance has heretofore occurred, nor can any inſtance 
be expected hereafter to occur, in which the unadulterat- 
ed forms of republican government can pretend to ſo fair 
an opportunity of juſtitying themſelves by their fruite. 
In this view the citizens of the United States are reſpon- 


fible for the greareſt truſt ever confided to a political ſoci-, 


ety, If juſtice, good faith, honour, gratitude and all 
the other qualities which enoble the character of a nati- 
on, and Falk the ends of government, be the fruits of onr 
eſtabliſhments, the canſe of liberty will acquire a dignity 
and Inſtre which ic bas never yet enjoyed; and an exim. 
ple will be fet which cannot but have the woſt favourabte 
nenee on the rights of mankind. If on the other ſide, 

our governments out be unfortunately blotted win 


: 1 * 10 1 MIN 
lad rever fe of theſe cardinal ad eſſential tas: the 
great cauſe which we have engaged to vindicate, will 

be diſhonoured and betrayed ; ihe laſt and faireſt expe- 
riment in favour of the rights of buman nature will be 
turned againſt them, and their patrons and friends ex- 
poſed to be inſulted and filenced by the yotaries of tyran - 
ny and ulurpation, 
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Recommendations to the ſeveral States, 


By the United States in Congreſs 


aflembled, + es 
A E R 1 L. 18, 1783. | heb 


* | | 
'4 R ESOLVED by Nine States, 


Har it be recommended to the ſeveral ates, as in- 
f diſpenſibly neceſſary to the reſtoration of public 
credit, and to the punctual and honourable diſcharge of 


the publi2 debts, to inveſt the United States in Congreſs . 
aſſembled, with a power to levy for the uſe of the United 


States, the following duties upon goods imported into the 
ſaid ſtates from any foreign port, iſland or plantation. 
© Upon all rum of Jamaica proof, F 


per gallon, YN 4 goths of a dollar. 

Upon all other ſpirituous liquors, 3 poths do. 

+ Upon Madeira wine, 12 goths do. 
Upon all other wines, 5 6:.go0rths = to, 
Upon common bohea tea per lb. 6-goths do, 
Upon all other teas, | 24-yoths do. 
Upon pepper per Ib, -* „ J- 0G - 
Upon brown ſugar per bop. 1-2 goth do. 

_ Upon loaf ſugar, * | 2 goths do. 
Upon all other ſapars, - 199th do. 

pon molaſſes per gallon, 1 90th do. 
Upon cocoa and coffee per lb: | 1-90th 40. 


Upon all other goods a duty of five per Wr viltoremw 
2t the time and place of importation. OW 


Proviled that none of the ſaid duties ſhall be applied | 


to any other purpoſe than the diſcharge of the intereſt 
or principal of the debts contracted on the faith of the 
United States, for fapporting the war, apreeably to the 


reſolution of the 15th day of December laſt, nor be eonti- 
nued far a longer term than 25 years; and provided 
that the collectors of the {aid duties ſhall be appointed by 


the ſtit:zs within which their offices are ty be reſpectively 
exerciſed „ but when fo appointed, ſhall be amenable rg 
and removeable by the United States in Congreſs aſlem- 
bled, alone: and in cafe any ſtate ſhall not make ſuch 
nppointment within one month after notice given tor that 
Purpoſe, the appointment may be made by the United 


- 


Wales in Congreſs aſſembled. That 


t un 1 Tote? | | 
That it be further recommended to the ſeveral lates, 


' to eſtabliſh for a term limited to twenty-five years, and 
to appropriate to the diſcharge of the intereſt aud prin- 


cipal of the debts contracted on the faith of the United 
States, for ſapporting the war, ſubſtantial and effect ual 


revenues of ſuch nature as they may judge moſt conveni- 
ent, for ſupplying their reſpective / proportions of one 


million five hundred thouſand dollars annually, exclu- 


five of the aforementioned duties, which proportion 
mall be fixed and equalized from time to time, according 
to the rule which is or may be preſcribed by the articles 


of confederation z and in caſe the revenues eſtabliſhed 
by any ſtate, ſhall at any time yield a ſum exceeding its 
actual proportion, the exceſs ſhall be refunded to it; and 
in caſe the revenues of any ſtate ſhall be found to be defi- 
cient, the immediate deficiency ſhall be made up by 
ſuch ſtate with as little delay as poſſible, and a future de- 
ficiency guarded againſt by an enlargement of the reve- 
nues eſtabliſhed: provided, that until the rule of the confe- 
deration can be carried into practice, the proportions of 
the ſaid 1,500,000 dollars ſhall be as follows, viz. 


New Hampthire $2,708. Delaware 22,443 
Maſſachuſetts 22442) Maryland 141,517 
Rhode -Iſland 32, 318] Virginia 256,487 
Connecticut 132,001 | North Carolina 109,00 
New-York 138, 243 South Carolina 96,183 ; 
New-Jerſey 83,355 | Georgia . 


Pennſylvania” 205,189 | ; 

The ſaid laſt mentioned revenues to be colledted by 
perſons appointed as aforeſaid, but o be carried to the 
ſeparate credit of the ſtates within which they ſhall be 
collected. . | 3 

That an annual account of the proceeds and applica- 
tion of all the aforementioned revenues, ſhall be mad 


out and tranſmitted to the ſeveral ſtates, diſtinguiſhing 


the proceeds of each of the ſpecified articles, and the 


amount of the whole revenue received from each ſtate, 
together with the allowances made to the ſeveral officers 
employed in the collection of the ſaid revenues. 
That none of the preceding reſolutions ſhall take effect 
until all of them ſhall be acceded to by every ſtate, af- 


ter which unanimous acceſlion, hawever, they ſhall be 


conſidered as forming a mutual compact among all the 
Kates, and ſhall be irrevocable by any one or 1 of 
a 7 | . tt em 
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them without the concurrence of the whole, or of a ma« 
jority of the United States in Congreſs aſſembled. Y 
That as a further mean, as well of haſtening the ex - 2524 
| tinguiſhment of the debts, as of — che harmony | 
Lowe m mumxd 


of the United States, it be wr to the ſtates 
which have paſſed no acts towards complying with the Hu tp © 
reſolutions of Congreſs of the 6th of September and 10th ho 
of October, 1780, relative to rhe ceſſion of territorial 
claims, to make the liberal ceflions therein recommend- 
ed, and to the ſtates which may have paſſed acts comply. 
ing with the ſaid reſolutions in part only, to reviſe and 
compleat ſuch compliance. | 5 
That as a more convenient and certain rule of aſcer- 4 
taining the proportions to be ſupplied by the ſtates re- 6 
> © ſpectively to the common treaſury, the following altera- dl 
tion in the articles of confederation and perpetual union, 
between theſe ſtates, be and the ſame is hereby agreed | | 
= to in Congreſs ; and the ſeveral ſtates are adviſed to au- 4 
- thoriſe their reſpective delegates to ſubſcribe and ratify | _ 
f the ſame as part of the ſaid inſtrument of union, in the 9 
words following, to wit, | | 
So much of the 8th of the articles of confederation and f 
perpetual union between the thirteen ſtates of America, 8 J 
as is contained in the words following, to wit. | PRE 
oo All charges of war and all other expences that ſhal Leven) 43 
incurred for the common defence or general welfare, : | 
and allowed by ihe United States in Colin aſſembled, to nad. de? x 
ſhall be defrayed out of a common treaſury, which ſhall ps ear; 2 
be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates in proportion to the va- oy / 1 = 
Jae of all land within each ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed £4. / ” 
for any perſon, as ſuch land and the buildings and im-? Oy. 4 
provements thereon, ſhall be eſtimated according to ſuch 
mode as the United States in Conpreſs afſembled ſhall 
from time to time direct and appoint,” is hereby revoked 
and made void; and in place thereof it is declared and 


concluded, the ſame having been agreed to in a Congreſs Mi 
of the United States, that all charges of war and all other | 14 
| 
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expences that have been or ſhall be incurred for the com- 
mon defence or peveral welfare, and allowed by the 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled, except ſo far as ſhall | 
be otherwiſe provided tor, ſhall be defrayed out of a | 4 
common treaſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral 1 
ſtates in proportion to the whole number of white and 
Other free ciuizen: and inhabitants» of every age, ſex and 

e _ condition, - 
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Zondition, inelbding tho ſe bound to ſervitude ths 2 term 
of years, and three- ffchs of all other perſons not compre - 
hendeg in the foregoing deſcription, except Indians, not 
eee PIE taxes in each Nate ; which number ſhall be tri- 
nk * ennially taken and tranſmitted to the United States in 
W WN 6... Congreſs aſſembled, in Wer err as Tony. ſhall direct and 
7 8 appoint. a 
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EThe Papers referred: to in the foregoing Addreſs are as 
follow. ] . 


We * "oo" "A 


eas | 


TLeAPER No, I J 


An Dlümate of he Nacional Debs! 
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Due to the Farmers General of France, 1, ooo, ooo 


To Individuals in France, ou un- _ 
___ liquidated accounts, hab 24690,009 "es 
To the Crown of France, _— fs | 
ing a Loan of 10,000,000 | =T 
rowed in Holand, and for 25,000,000 
which France is Guarantee, 
To Ditto, a Loan for 2763, 4 6,000,000 
| 33,000,000 - * * 
Fa Bee ves 8 ſous per dol. 7,937,037 


| To Leyders i in Holland received in part of 


the Loan contracted ſot by 178 uy 671,200 
Adams, 1,678. 000 florins, "2. — 41 
Borrowed in Spain by Mr. Jay, 130, ooo 
One year's Intereſt of Dutch Neon of 25,43 
80,200,000, Livres, bow © r ht 
Foreign Debt, rf laguary, 1786 7,885,085 
1 70 0 N a reduces 0) ; | . 22. " 1 
On tale >-Office rtificates, re to . 
1 8 pecie value, | ): 1 ben | a 
Iatereſt yopaid for 1781, | 190,000 8 
Ditto, 1732, l $7 3079 
Credit to Supdries in Dae Books, 638,042 
Army Debt to ziſt December, 1782, 57635 ND 1; 
Uoliquidated Debt, eftimated at J, 00 õ, e 
Commutation to the Army, agreeable to 8 15 
the Act of 22d March laft, | Js,000, n 
Bounty due to Privates 500,000 
Deficieycies in 1783, ſuppoſe „ ©- 2,000,000" 2:4 
: — 20678190 


. ——ñ— 
5 Total bebt, 42,900,275 
 Anoual I tereſt of the Debt of. the United States. - 33} 
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On the Foreign Debt part at à and part at r cent. 0 6 
On the Domeflic Debt, at e per ceut. a pe a 5 


— 2.04 2 13 
| © 2,415,958 


traegt w 
By the United States in Congreſs 
9 | aſſembled. 
D E C E M BER 16, 1782. 


| HE committee, conſiſting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
Madiſon and Mr. Fitaſimmons, to wham wa: refer- 
red the letter of the zoth November from the hongurable 
William Bradford, ſpeaker ot the lower houſe of aſſem · 
bly of the ſtate of Rhode Mand; containing, under three 
heads, the reaſons of that ſtate for refuſing their compli. 
ance with the recommendation of Congreſs for a duty on 
_ * Imports and prize goods report, | 
That they flatter themſelves the ſtate, on a reconſi- 
deration of the objections they have offered, with a can- 
did attention to the arguments which ſtand in oppoſi- 
tion to them, will be induced to retract their diflent, con - 
f vinced that the meafure is ſupported on the moſt ſolid 
grounds of equal juſtice, policy and general utility. The 
following obfervatians, contraſted witb each head of the 
objections, ſucceſſively, will fiirniſh a TatisfaQory anſwer 
to the whole. | 
Firſc objection. *- That the propoſed duty would be 
unequal in its operation, bearing hardeſt upon the moſt 
_ commercial ſtates, and ſo would preſs pecaliarly hard u 
on that ſtate, which draws its chief ſapport from com- 
merce. tot 469 * | 
The moſt common experience, joined to the concur- 
rent opinions. of the ableſt' commercial and political ob- 
ſervers, have eſtabliſhed beyond controverſy this general 
principle, “ that every duty on imports is incorporated 
with the price of the commodity, and ultimately paid by 
the canſumer, with a profit on the duty itſelf, as a com. 
penſation to the merchant for the advance of his mo - 
ney.” ng | 8 
The merchant conſiders the duty demanded by the 
ſtate on the imported article, in the ſame light with 
freight or any ſimilar charge, and adding it to the origi- 
nal coſt, calculates his (profit on the aggregate ſam. It 
may happen that at particular conjunctures, Where the 
markets are overſtocked, and there is a competition a- 
mong the ſellers, this may not be practicable ; but in the 
CES | general 


1 


by 
Ca 1 | 
peneral courſe of trade the demand for confumption pre» 
ponderates, and the merchant can with eaſe indemnify 
himſelf, and even obtain a profit on the advance, As a 
conſumer, he pays his ſhare of theduty, but it is no fur · 
ther a burthen vpon him. The conſequence of the prin- 
eiple laid down is, that every claſs of the community- 
bears its ſhare of the duty in proportion to its conſump. 


FR 


tion, which laſt is regulated by the comparative wealth 


Mr. of the reſpective claſſes, in conjunction with their habits _ 

fer- of expence or frugality. The rich and luxurious pay in 

able proportion to their riches and luxury; the poor and par- 

ras fimonious, in proportion to their poverty and parſimony. 
ree 


A chief excellence of this mode of revenue is, that it pre- 
ſerves a juſt meaſure to the abilities of individuals, pro- 
motes frugality, and taxes extravagance, The ſame rea- 
ſoning in our ſituation applies to the intercourſe between 
two ſtates ; if one imports and the other does not, the Jat= 
ter mult be ſupplied by the former. The duty being tranf- 


| ferred to the price of the commodity, is no more a charge 


on the importing ſlate for what is conſumed in the other, 
than it is a charge on the merchant far what is conſumed 
by the farmer or artificer. Either ſtate will only feel the 
burthen in a ratio to its conſumption, and this will be 
in a ratio to its population and wealth. What happens 
between the different claſſes of the ſame community in- 
ternally happens between the two ſtates ; and as the mer. 
chant, in the firſt caſe, ſo far from loſing the duty him. 
felf, bas a profit on the money he advances for that pur - 


| Poſe ;. ſo the importing ſtate, which in the ſecond caſe 


is the merchant with reſpect to the other, is not only res 


ur- imburſed by the non - importing ſtate, but has a like be · 
ob- neſit on the duty advanced. It is therefore the reverſe 
eral of a juſt poſition, that the duty propoſed will bear hardeſt 
ted on the moſt commercial ſtates ; it will, if any thing, have 
dy a contrary effect, though not in a ſufficient degree to juſ- 
om. tify an objection on the part of the non- importing ſtates; 
no- for it is as reaſonable they ſhould allow an advance on 
h the duty paid as on the firit coſt, freight or any incidental 
the charge. They have alſo other advantages in the meaſure 
"th fully equivalent to this diſadvantage. Over nice and mi- 
gl. nute calculations, in matters of this nature, are inconſiſt- 
. ent with national meatures, and in the imperfect ſtate 
the of human affairs, would ſtagnate all the operations of go- 
wg vernment, Abſolute equality is not to be attained: to 
© | C e 5 i 
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aim at it, is purſuing a ſhadow at the expence of the ſub- 
fiance, arid in the event we ſhould find ourſelves wider 
of the mark, than if in the firſt inſtance we were content 
to approach it with moderation. 1 

Second objection. “ That the recommendation pro- 


po ſes to introduce into that and the other ſtates, officers ah 
ynknown and unaccountable to them, and fo is againſt - | 
the conſtitmion of the ſtate,” | 


| It is not to be preſumed that the conſtitution of any 


ſtate could mean to define and fix the preciſe numbers and 


deſcriptions of all officers to be permitted in the ſtate, ex- 
cluding, the creation of any new ones, whatever might 
be the neceſſity derived from that variety of circumſtances 
incident to all political inſtitutions. Thelegiſlature muſt 
always have a diſcretionary power of appointing officers 
not expreſsly known to the conſtitution, and this power 
will include that of authoriſing the federal government 


to make the appointments in caſes where the general 
welfare may require it. The denial of this would prove 


too much; to wit, that the power given by the confede - 
ration to Congreſs, to appoint all officers in the poſt-of- 
fice, was illegal and unconſtitutional. | 

The doctrine advanced-by Rhode-Ifland would perhaps 
prove alſo that the federal government ought to have 


the appointment of no internal officers Whatever; a po- 


ſit ion that would defeat all the proviſions of the confe- 


deration, and, all the purpoſes. of the union. The truth 


is, that no fœderal conſtitution can exift without powers 


that in their exerciſe affect the internal police of the com- 


ponent members. It is equally true, that no govern» 
ment can exiſt without a right to appoint officers for 
thoſe purpoſes which proceed from, and concenter in it- 


ſelf; and therefore the confederation has expreſsly de- 


clared that Congreſs ſhall have authority to appoint all 
ſuch “ civil officers as may be neceſſary for managing the 
general affairs of the United States under their directi- 
on.” All that can be. required is, that the federal go- 


vernment confine its appointments to ſuch as it is empow- 


ered to make by the original act of unian, or by the ſub. 
ſequept conſent of the parties; unleſs there ſhould be 
expreſs words of excluſion in the conſtitution of a ſtate, 
there can be no reaſon to doubt that it is within the com- 
paſs of legiſlative diſcretion to eommunĩeate that authority, 

The propriety of doing it upon the preſent occaſion, is 


founded on ſubſtantial reaſons- The 


* 
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| 141 
Te meaſure propoſed is a meaſure of neeeſſity. Re- 
peated experiments have ſhewn, that the revenue to be 
raiſed within theſe ſtates is altogether inadequate to the 
public wants. The deficiency can only be ſopplied by 
Z3oans. Our applications to the foreign powers, on whoſe 
Friendſhip we depend, have had a ſucceſs far ſhort of 
dur neceffities. The next reſuurce is to borrow from 
individuals, Theſe will neither be actuated by genero · 
ſity nor reaſons of ſtate. Tis to their intereſt alone we 
muſt appeal, To conciliate this, we muſt not only ſtipu- 
late a proper compenſation for what they lend, but we 
muſt give ſecurity for the performance, We muſt 
pledge an aſcertained fund; ſimple and productive in its 
nature ; general in its principle, and at the diſpoſal of a 
X ſingle will. There can be little confidence in a ſecart. 
Fry under the conſtant reviſal of thirteen different delibe, 
Fratives. It muſt, once for al}, be defined and efabliſhed 
on the faith of the ſtates ſolemnly pledged to each other, 
and not reyocable by any without a breach of the general 
compact. _ 
*Tis by Cuch expedients that nations whoſe reſources 
are underſtood, whoſe reputations and governments are 
erected on the foundation of ages, are enabled to obrain 
a ſolid and extenſive credit. Would it be reaſonable 
in us to hope for more eaſy terms, who have ſo re. 


. XF cently aſſumed our rank among the nations? Is it not to 


be expected, that individuals will be cantious in Jending 
their money to a people in our circumſtances, and that 
they will at Jeaſl require the beſt ſecuriry we can give? 
We have an enemy vigilance, intriguing, well acquaiyt- 
ed with our defects and embarreſſments We may ex- 
pect that he will make every effort :0 inftill diffider. ces 
into individuals, and in the preſent poſture of our inter- 
nal affairs, he will have too playfible ground on which 
to tread, Our neceſſities have obliged us to embrace 
meaſures with "I to our public credit, calculared to 
inſpire diſtruſt. he pre poſlſe ſſions on this article muſt 
naturally be againſt us, and it is therefore indiſper ſible 
we ſhould endeavour to remove them, by ſuch means as 
will be the moſt obvious and ſtriking. ; 
It was with thele views Congreſs determined on a ge- 
neral fund'; and the one they have recommended muſt, 
upon a tharough examination, appear to have fewer in- 
conveniencies than any other, $94. a 
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It has been remarked as an eſſential part of the plan; 
that the fund ſhould depend en a ſingle will. This will 
not be the caſe unleſs the collection, as well as the ap- 

ropriation, is under the controul of the United States; 
= ic is evident, that after the duty is agreed upon, it 
may in a great meaſure be defeated by an ineffectual 
mode of levying it. The United States have a common 
intereſt in an uniform and equally energetic collection: 
and not only policy, but juftice to all the parts of the 
union, defignates the utility ot lodging the power of mak. 
'Ing it where the intereſt is common, Without this it 
might in reality operate as a very unegual tax. _ 

Third obj-ction., ** That by granting co Congreſs a | 

Tl power to collect monies from the commerce of theſe ſtates | 
1 - Indefinitely as to time and quantity, and for the expen- 
'S 7 diture of which they are not to be accountable to the 
Fs Aates, they would become independent of their conſti- 


3 Fig tuents, and fo the propofed impoſt is repugnant to the 
{FF | F liberty of the United States.“ | Z 
\ Admitting the principle of this ebjeftion to be true, 
| Mill it ought to have no weight in the preſent caſe, be- 
WA] - | cauſe there is no analogy between the principle and the | 
[4 | i | fact. = 
; Firſt. The fund propoſed is ſufficiently definite as to 
time, becauſe it is only co-extenſive with the exiſt.. | 
ence of the debt contracted and to be contracted in the 
courſe of the war. Congreſs are perſuaded that it is as 
remote from the intention of their conſtituents to perpe- 
tuate that debt, as to extinguiſh it at once by a faithleſs * 
neglect of providing the means to fulfil the public en- 
gagements, Their ability to diſcharge it in a moderate 
time, can as little be doubted as their inclination, and 
the moment that debt ceaſes, the duty, ſo far as reſpects | 
the preſent proviſion, ceaſes with it. .* 
The reſolution recommending the duty, ſpecifies the 
object of it to be the diſcharge of the principal and inter- 
eſt of the debts already contracted, or which may be con- 
tracted on the faith of the United States for ſupporting | 
the preſent war, ' | 6 
Secondly. The rate per cent. is fixed, and it is not at 
the option of the United States to encreaſe it. Though |} 

the product will vary according to the variations in trade, 
yet as there is this limitation of the rate, it cannot be 
properly ſaid to be indefinite as to quantity. 


„„ 
rr 


By 


will 
e ap» 
ates ; 


on, it 
nmon 


tion; 
f the 
mak.. 
his it 


reſs a | 
ſtates ' 


Xpen®* ! 


to the 


onſti- 


A FE 


to the 


ö true, 


„ be. 


d the 


* 


a CR 


as to 


exiſt. 


in the 
t is as 
erpe- 2 


thleſs 


Ic en- 
erate Þ 
„ and 
ſpects 


s the 
inter- 
con- 
r ting : 


not at 


zough |} 
trade, 


ot be 
By 


liberty to judge. 


— 


tt be: 


Zy the confederation, Congreſs have an abſolute dif- 
cretion in determining the quantum of revenue requiſite 
for the national expenditure. When this is done, no- 
thing remains for the ſtates, ſeparately, but the mode of 


| raiſing. No ſtate can diſpute the obligation to pay the 


ſum demanded without a breach of the confederation 3 
and when the money comes into the treaſury, the appro- 
priation is. the excluſive province of the federal governs 
ment. This proviſion of the - confederation (without 


| whick it would be an empty form) comprehends in it the 


rinciple in its fulleſt latitude, which the objection un- 
der conſideration treats as repugnant. to the liberty 
of the United States, to wit, an indefinite power of pre- 
ſcribing the quantity of :noney to be raiſed, and of ap- 
propriating it when raiſed. þ 7 9 
If it be ſaid that the ſtates individually, having the 


collection in their own hands, way refuſe a compliance 


with exorbitant demands, the confederation will anſwer, 
that this is a point of which they have no conſtitutional 
Such a refuſal would be an exertion 
of power, not of right, and the ſame power which could 
diſregard a requiſition made on the authority of the con- 
federation, might at any time arreſt the eollection of the 


dot - — K 4 % * 
The ſame kind of reſponſibility which exiſts with re- 


ſpect to the expenditure of the money furniſhed in the 
yas hitherto practiſed, would be equally applicable to 
the revenue from the imports. | 

The truth is, the ſecutity intended to the general li- 
berty in the confederation, conſiſts in the frequent elec- 
tion, and in the rotation of the members of Congreſs, 
by which there is a conſtant and an effectual check upon 
them. This is the ſecurity which the people in every 
Nate enjoy againſt the uſurpations of their. internal go- 
vernments ; and it is the true ſource of ſecurity in a 
repreſentative republic. The government, ſa conſtitu- 
ted, onght to have the means neceſſary to anſwer the 
end of its inſtitution. By weakening its hands rao much 
it may be rendered incapable of providing for the interi- 
or harmony, or the exterior defence of the late. 

The meaſure in queſtion, if not within the letter, is 
within the ſpirit of the confederation. Congreſs, by that, 
are empowered to borrow money for the uſe of the United 
States, and by implication, to concert the means neceſia . 


1 


| BF 
gn | ty to accompliſh the end. But without infiſting upon 
1:8 | enis argument, if the confederation has not made proper, 
3:S proviſion for the exigencies of the ftates, it will be at all 
Wo times the duty of Congreſs to ſuggeſt further proviſions ; 
#1] | | and when their propoſals are ſubmitted to the unanimous 
| _ conſent of the ſtates, they can never be charged with ex- 
__ | ceeding the bounds of their traſt. Such a conſent is the 
= | baſis and ſanction of the contederation, which expreſsly, 


in the x 3th article, empowers Congreſs to agree to and 
propoſe ſuch additional proviſion, . 
The remarks hitherto made, have had reference 
principally to the future proſecution of the war. There 
. ED ſtin remains an intereſting light in which the ſubject 
Ih 1 ; dught to be viewed, ee 4h 
1 | The United States have already contre ed debt in 
1 Europe, and in this country, for which their faith is 
wh * pledged. The capital of this debr can only be diſcherged 
|| BE by degrees ; but a fund for this purpoſe, and for payin 
ik bb the intereſt annually, on every principle of policy an 
F | juſtice, ought to be provided, The omiſſion will be the 
1 : deepeſt ingratitude and cruelty to a Jarge number of 
: + - meritorious individaals, who, in the moſt critical periods 
| of the war, have adventured their fortunes in ſupport of 
our independence. It would ſtamp the national charac- 
ter with indelible diſgrace. 6-29 1 

An annual proviſion for the purpoſe will be too preca- 
Tious. If its continuance and application were certain 
it would not afford compleat relief. With many, the re- 
gular payment of intereſt, by occaſional grants, would 

_ Tuffice ; but with many more it would not. Theſe want 
the uſe of the principal itſelf, and they have a right to 
it; but ſince it is not in our power to pay off the princi- 
pal, the gext expedient is to fund the debt and render 
the evidences of it negotiable. 

Beſides the advantage to individuals from this arrange · 
ment, the active ſtock of the nation would be increaſed 
by the whole amount of the domeſtic debt, and of courſe 

the abilities of the community to contribute to the pub. 
lie wants. The national credit would revive and ſtaud 
hereafter on a ſecure baſis, | ; 

This was another object of the propoſed duty. 

If jt be conceded that a ſimilar fund is neceſſary, it 
can hardly be diſputed that the one recommended is the 
moſt eligible, It has been already ſhewn that it 2 
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han impoſt duties. 


t 8 J | 
all parts of the community, in proportion to their eon- 
ſumption, and has therefore the beſt pretenſions to equali- 
ty. It is the moſt agreeable tax to the people that can be 
© impoſed, becauſe it is paid inſenſibly and ſeems to be 
1 voluntary. f 1 0 IS | 
It may perhaps be imagined that it is nnfavonrable t6 


commerce, but the contrary can eafily be demonſtrated; 
It has been ſeen that it does not diminiſh the profit of the 


merchant, and of courſe can be no diminution of his in- 


ducements to trade. It is too moderate in its amount to 
diſcourage the conſumption of imported goods, and cane 
not on that account ahridge the extent of importations. 


F merce by leſſening the proportion of our imports to our 
exports, and inclining the balance in favour of this coun» 
try. | 

| "The principal thing to be conſulted for the advance- 
ment of commerce, is to promote exports. All impedi- 
ments to theſe, either by way of prohibition or by enereaſ- 
ing the prices of native commodities, decreaſing by that 
means their ſale and conſumption at foreign markets, are 
injurious. Duties on exports have this operation, For 
the ſame reaſans, taxes on poſſeſſions and the articles of 
our own growth or manufacture, whether in rhe form of 
a land tax, exciſe ox any other, are more hurtful to trade 
| The tendency of all ſuch taxes is to 
enereaſe the prices of thoſe articles which are the objects 
of exportation, and to enable others to under-ſell us 
abroad. The farmer, if he pays a heavy land · tax, muſt 
endeavour to get more for the. products of his farm: the 
mechanic and labourer, if they find the neceſfaries of life 
grow dearer by an exciſe, mult endeavour to exact higher 


ages; and theſe cauſes will produce an'encreaſe of pri- 


ces within, and operate againſt foreign commerce, 
It is not, however, to be inferred, that the whole re- 
venue ought to be drawn from imports: all extremes are 


WF weight of the taxes fall not too heavily in the firſt inſtance 
upon particular parts of the community. A judicious diſ- 
tribution to all kinds of taxable property, is a firſt prin» 
[ciple in taxation. The tendency of thele obſervations is 
only to ſhew, that taxes on poſleſſions, on articles of our 
own growth and manufacture, are more prejudicial'to 
trade than duties on imports, + 


The 


If iteven had this effect it would be an advantage to com- 


to be rejected. The chief thing tobe attended tois that the 
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The obſervations which tonclude the letter on Which © 
theſe remarks are made, naturally lead to reflections that 


deſerve the ſerious attention of every member of the uni- 
on. There is a happy mean between too muchconfidence 


 andexceflive jealouſy, in which the health and proſperity 


of a ſtate conſiſt. Either extreme is a dangerous vice; 
the firſt is a temptation to men in power to arrogate more 
than they have a right to—the latter enervates govern- 


ment, prevents ſyſtem in the adminiſtration, defeats the 


moſt ſalutary meaſures, breeds confuſion in the tate, dif. 
guſts and diſcontents among the people, and may even- 
tually prove us fatal to liberty as the oppoſite temper. 

It is. certainly pernicious to leave any government in a 


ſituation of reſponſibility diſproportioned to its power. 


The conduct of the war is intraſted to Congreſs, and 
the public expectation turned upon them without any 
competent means at their command to ſatisfy the impor- 
rant truſt. After the moſt full and folemn deliberation, 
under a collective view, of all the public difficulties, they 


- recommend a meaſure which appearsto them the corner 


Kone of the public ſafety : they ſee this meaſure ſuſpend- 
ed for near two years—partially complied with by ſome 
of the ſtates, rejected by one of them, and in danger on 
that account to be fruſtrated ; the public embarraſſments 


every day enereaſing, the diſſatisfaction of the arm 


growing more ſerious, the other creditors of the public 


clamouring for juſtice, both irritated by the delay of mea. 


ſures for their preſent relief or future ſecurity, the hopes 
of our enemies encouraged to protract the war, the zeal 
of our friends depreſſed by an appearance of remiflneſs 
and want of exertion on our part, Congreſs harraſſed, the 
national character ſuffering and the national ſafety at the 
mercy of events. | | 20S 
This ſtate of things cannot but be extremely painful 


to Congreſs, and appear to your committee to make it 


their duty to be urgent to obviate the evils'with which 
it is pregnant,” . | 


Reſolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report 


LPA E R No. III. 


An Eſtimate of the Produce of the 


Impoſt on Imported Articles. 


B 


EF O RE the war the exports from Great. Britain te 
America were eſtimated at three and a half millions 


ſterling, in which was included tea; but there were im- 
portations from Ireland and Schtland, as well as from 
Holland, nor included in that eſtimate. It is now thought 
beſt to eſtimate the imports of all goods from Europe, 
excluſive of tea, brandy and wine, at 2,506,000]. ſterling, 


at 4/6 per dollar, is 15,555,554 dollars, impoſt of five 


per cent. ad valor-m, g 17174773 
On 2,0c0,000 gallons rum & other ſpirits, 3-goths\ 

per gallon, 66,666 

300,000 ditto Madeira wine, 12 13,4333 

600,000 do. other wine, 6 40,000 

390,000 Ib. bohea tea 6 20,009 

25,000 do. other teas,  ” 6,666 

75,000 cwt. ſogar (including loaf) 56 46 666 

' 200,000 IIb. coffee and cocoa, I 23222 

2,000 O00 gallons molaſſes, I 22,222 

99 , o 

DeduR for Collection, about 8 per cent. 3 

Net Revenue upon this Eſtimate, 915,956 

— — — 


60 90 
30 


There are no preciſe data from which this computation 
could be male with any degree of certainty. The num- 
ber of inhabitants has governed in part, and the imports 
of particular articles into the port of Philadelphia have 


been attended to, 


The exactitude of the compntation is of the leſs con- 
ſequence, as the act of the 16th December, 1782, pro- 
vides, that if the revenue ſhall at any time exceed the an- 
nual intereſt, the reſidne ſhall form a ſinking fund for the 
diſcharge of the principa! ; and if jr ſhall be found inſut- 
ficient, the ſtates will be called upon to enlarge their 


grants of revenue, 


D 


CPAPER No. Iv. I 
5 Extract of a Letter from the Honour- 
able B. FRANKLIN to the Superin- 
tendant of Finance, dated Paſſy, 
December 23, 1782. 


„ TPRIDAY laſt order was given to furniſh me with : 
| ſix hundred thouſand livres immediately, and 1 
was anſwered by M. de Vergennes “ that the reſt of 
the fix, millions ſhould be paid us quarterly in the 
* courſe of the year 1783.“ | 


«1 preſſed hard for the whole ſum demanded, but was 
told“ it was impoſſible.” 


% Our people certainly 'ought to de more for them- 
ſelves. It is abſurd the pretending to be lovers of liber- 
ty while they grudge paying for the defence of it. It is 
ſaid here, that an impoſt of five per cent. on all goods 
imported, though a moſt reaſonable propoſition, had not 
been agreed to by all the ſtates, and was therefore fruſ- 

| trated; and that your news- papers acquaint the world 
with this, with the non-payment of taxes by the people, 
and with the non-payment of intereſt to the creditors of 


the public. 


„The knowledge of theſe things have hurt our credit 
and the loan in Holland, and would prevent our gering 
any thing here but, from government, The foundation 
for credit abroad ſhould be laid at home; and certain 
funds ſhould be prepared and eſtabliſhed betorehand, for 
the regular payment at leaſt of the intereſt.” 
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. A Letter from 


"of his allles. 


the Honourable the Miniſter of France, to the 

Superintendant ef Finance. | 
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HaVEthe ſatisfaction ro inform you that his majeſty 

'L procures for the United States a loay of fix millions, 
o be employed in the war department during the courſe 
of the current year, While 1 announce to you this new 
matk 'of the king's friendſhip for the Unired States, I 
muſt go into ſome details which relate to your operati- 
ons, and which will inform pe rhe motives which 
have ir 422 majeſty to make a new effort in favour 


pg 
* 


of 


During the laſt year, fir, I rendered an account to his 
majeſty's miniſters'of the order which appeared to me to 
be imroduced into ybur department, of the re-eftablith- 
ment of pyblic credit, and of the economy which accom - 


panfed your operations. I added, that I confidered the 


eſtabliſhment of a general revenue for paying the intereſt 
and gradpal redemption of the rincipal of the public 
debt, as extremely Probable. | The delays and difficut- 
ties of communication would not permit me to Wait un 
til that operation was' compleated by the different legiſ- 
latures, before I declared the wants of the United States; 
and therefore I nndertook to write to the count de Ver- 
gennes, that the diſpofition of the people to fulfil the 
engagements taken and to be taken by Congrefs, ſeemed 


to me ſafficiently favourable to determine his majet- 


ty to lend for the year, new ſuctonr ta the United States, 
I the ſituation of his finances would permit. Theſe aſ- 
ſurances obtained the loan of fix millions; but the event 


Has proved that 1 Was deceived in the hopes which 1 


thought myſelf enabled to give my court ; aud the affairs 
of your finances, far from being bettered ſince the month 
of Seprember, the period at which my letters on this ſub- 
-je& were written, have on the conttary. gone backward ; 


ſo that I perceive no certainty of the reimburfement of 
the ſums formerly lent, or of thoſe Which now are ſo, 


Thus, fir, my hafty aſſurances have induced his majecty | 


to make that advance, and in the moment when” | aw 


; informed of it, Lam under the diſapreeabie' veceſſity bf 
-informing his miniſter that the hopes I bad given are 
vaniſhed, and that my affurances were without feunda- 
tion. I will ſay nothing of the perſonal embarraſſmept 
hich lam reduced to by theſe circumſtances; put wiil 
a take the liberty to obſerve, that the beſt remedy in rye 
ö pre ſent 


— 


"_ 
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preſent conjuncure is, to take as ſoon as poſſible thoſe 
meaſures which were not taken when I announced them. 


The count de Vergennes informs me, ſir, that the ſix 


millions are lent to the United States in the ſame manner 
and under the ſame conditions with the ſum which was 


lent laſt year. That is to ſay, that it ſhall be paid month- 


Jy, at the rate of five hundred thouſand livres per month, 
But as it appears, from what you did me the honour to 
write on a former occaſion, that you had anticipated a 
part of this ſubſidy, I muſt pray you to conſider that the 
firſt months of this year will have been employed in pay- 
ment of thoſe anticipations, and that it will be proper ſa 
io combine. your drafts, as that they ſhall not be preſent” 
ed but at the monthly periods in which the funds are to 
be provided, _ FFV TRE, 

I have had the honour to inform you, fir, that this mo- 
ney is lent to the United States io enable them to carry 
on the war. The wiſdom of Congreſs will determine ac- 
cording to circumſtances, on the manner of effting that 
en n object. and of compelling the enemy by joint 
efforts to eonclude a ſolid and permanent peace. 

It remains for me to inform you, ſir, that the king was 


unable to make this laſt effort without extreme difficulty. 
I have had the bonour to communicate thoſe which oppoſe 


conſiderable loans. They are ſo great, that Lam com- 
manded to inform you, in the molt poſitive terms, that 
it will be impoſſible for the king, in any caſe whatever, 
to obtain new advances for Congreſs for the next year. 
As to the reſources which you may ſeek elſewhere than 


in France, the details contained in thoſe letters which T 


had the honour to read to ydu, will not permit a hope of 


| ſucceſs until the United States ſhall have eſtabliſhed a per- 


manent public revenue z and the delay and repugnance 
with which they proceed in that buſineſs, being known in 
Europe, the diſpoſition to lend money to Congreſs ceaſes, 
Lenders place their money elſewhere : thoſe ſpeculations 
which would have been directed towards the United 
States take a different turn, and it will be extremely 


_ difficult to bring them back. 


I abſtain from repeating here the other parts af the 


count de Vergennes's diſpatches,' which I had the honor 


ro communicate, becauſe the truths they contain are well 
known to you, and becauſe they may all be reduced to 
this ſingle polition, that without a ſpeedy eſtabliſhment of ſolid 


| general 
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general revenue, and an exact performance of the eng ements 
2 have made, you muſt renqunce the expidlatio n of 


leans in Europe. | 


* 


I am ordered alſo, fir, to inform Congreſs that my court ; 
expect they will have taken ſinal and ſatisfactory meaſures 
to ſecure payment of the intereſt of the debt contracted 
with his Majeſty by the United States 3 but I content my- 
ſelf with communicating this circumſtance to you, and 
before announcing it directly to Congreſs, I will wait till 
their preſent embarraſſments ſhall be diminiſhed. _ 


From theſe details, fir, you will be able to Judge of the 
impoſſibility of OY bills upon your plenipotenti- 
aries beyond the funds which remain free from the fix 
millions lent this year. It is very clear that ſuch bills 
will not be paid by us; and it is from perfect confidence in 
your regularity upon that ſubje&, that I ſhall affure'the 
count de Vergennes, he may be certain no demand will 

be made on him beyond the ſums already granted. 


: 


r £5. 26 Foo a Fo = of 


1 have the honour to be, &c. 
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WHEREAS Benjamin Franklin, our miniſter ple- 


" '7 (ft i184 <a 


 pipotentiary at the count of Verſailles, in .purſuance of 


the powers in him veſted, did on the fixteenth day of 


July,! in che year of or, Lord. one thouſfend ſeven hun- 


. 


fred and eighty-two, wth Char). 
nes, Kc. counſellor. of the King in all his, councils, cum- 
mander of his orders, miniſter and ſecretary, of ſtate, &c. 
velted, with full powers of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. for 
the purpoſe, enter. into,.conclude and . contract 
between His Moſt Cnriſtian Majeſty and the United States 


| o Narch · America, in the wards following, to wit. 


ACONTRA C T between the King and the Thirteen 
United States of North-America, entered into by the 
Count de Vergenncs and Mr. Franklin, 16th. July, 

1782. | 1 | 


H E king having been pleaſed to attend. to the re- 
queſts made to him in the name and on behalf of 
the United Provinces of North America, for aſſiſtance in 
the war and invaſion under which they had for ſeveral 
years groaned ; and his majeſty, after entering into a 


- treaty of amity and commerce with the ſaid confederated 


provinces on the 6th of February, 1778, having had the 
oodneſs to ſupport them, not only with his forces by 
Rand and ſea, but alſo with advances of money, as abun- 


ith Charles Gravier de Vergen. | 


dant as they were effeQual, in the critical firuation to 


which their affairs were reduced. It has been judged. | 


proper and neceſſary to ſtate exactly the amount of thoſe 


advances, the conditions on which the king made them, 


the periods at which the Congreſs of the United States 


have engaged to repay them to his majeſty*s royal treaſury, | 


and in fine, to ſtate this matter in ſuch a way as for the 


future to prevent all difficulties capable of interrupting | 
| 2 the 
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the good harmony whieh his majeſty is reſolved to main- 


| tain and preſerve between him aud the ſaid United States. 
For executing fo laudable a purpoſe, and with a view to 
ſtrengthen the baris of amiry and commerce which ſub- 
ſiſt between his majeſty and the ſaid United States; we, 


Charles Gravier de Vergennes, &c. counſellor. of the 
king in all his councils, commander of his orders, mini. 
ſter and ſeeretary of ſtate, and of his commands and fi. 
nances, veſted with full powers of his majeity te us given 
for this purpoſe: and we, Benjamin Freuklin, miniſter 
plenipotentiary of the United cates of North-America, 
in like manner veſted with full powers of the Congreſs 
of the ſaid fates for the preſent purpoſe ; after duly 
communicating our reſpective powers, have agreed to the 
following articles : a 


AxTieLs 
It is agreed and certified, that the ſums advanced by his 


* | majeſty to the Congreſs of the United States, under the 


title of a loan in the years 1778, 1779» 1780, 1781, and 
the preſent 1782, amount to the ſum of eighteen million 
of livres, money of France, according to the following 
twenty one receipts of the abovementioned under written. 
miniſter of Congreſs, given in virtue of his full powers, 
to wit. 5 | 


7 28 February, 1778, — - 750,000 
2 19 MAY, - * 2 7 59,000 
3 Auguft, - - ä 750,000 
i November, — . 750, 
$3,000,000 
10 June, 1779, d - 4 250,000 
16 September, + - - -250,000 
„C — 250,000 
21 December, "__ — — 250,000 
6 1, ooo, o 
29 February, 1780, . * 750,000 
23 May, an 7 1 2 750,000 
21 June, +» Py = 750,000 
12 5 October, . 4 750, ooo | 
27 November, © - 15,000,000 


** February, 


74 15 February, 17%) Boe 750,008 


2; 15 May . 750,000 

14 15 Augufſt, 1: 9 2 

27 — 'T Auguſt, 8 1,000,000 

18 15 November, 2 17505 00 | 
19 10 April, 782, ö 2 3 1,500,000 | 
20 1 July, - 9 1,500,000 

21 5 of the ſame month, - 3,000,000 

1 5 1 | — — 6,000,000 


Amounting in the whole to eighteen millions, vit. 18,000,000 


By which receipts the ſaid miniſter has promiſed in the 

name of Congreſs, and in behalf of the thirteen United 
States, to cauſe to be paid and reimburſed to the royal 
treaſury of his majeſty, on the 1ſt of January, 1988, ar 
the houſe of his grand banker 'at Paris, the ſaid ſum of 
eighteen millions money of France, with intereſt at five 


per cent. per annum. * 


ARTICLE n. 


Conſidering that the payment of ſo large a capital at 
the one ſtipulated period the firſt of January, 1788, may 


_ greatly . 155 the finances of the Congreſs of the United 


States, and it may perhaps be even impracticable on that 
footing, his majeſty has been pleaſed for that reaſon to 
recede in that reſpect from the tenor of the receipts which 
the miniſter of Congreſs has given for the eighteen milli- 
on livres tournois, mentioned in the foregoing article, 
and has conſented that the payment of the capital in rea. 
dy money at the royal treaſury, be in twelve equal pay. 
ments of 1,500,000 livres each, and in twelve years only, 


to commence. from the third year after a peace. 


ARTICLE mh 


Although the receipts of the miniſter of the Congreſs 
of the United States ſpecify, that the eighteen million of 
Jivres abovementioned, are to be paid at the royal trea- 
ſury, with intereſt at five per cent. per annum. His ma- 
Jeſty being willing to give the ſaid United States a new 


proof of his affection and friendſhip, has been pleaſed to 


make a preſent of, and to forgive the whole arrears of 


_ jaterell to this day, and from thence to the day of the 


ate 


* 


41 


date of the treaty of peace ; a favour which the miniſter 


of the Congreſs of the United States acknowledges toflow 


from the pure bounty of the king, and which he accepts 


in the name of the ſaid United Syates with profound and 
lively acknowledgments. . . 
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ARTICLE IV. 


The payment of the ſaid eighteen millions of livres 
tournois, ſhall be in ready money at the royal treaſury 

of his majeſty at Paris, in twelve * parts, and at the 
terms ſtipulated in the above ſecond article. The inter- 
eſt of the ſaid ſum, at five per cent. per annum, ſhall__ 
commence with the date of the treary of peace, and ſhall 
be paid at every period of the partial payments of the ca- 
pital, and ſhall diminiſh in proportion with the payments. 
The Congreſs of the ſaid United States being left, howe- 
ver, at liberty to free themſelves ſooner from this obliga- 
tion by anticipated payments, in caſe the ſtate of their fi- 

nances will admit. | 


ARTICLE v. 


Although the loan of five millions of florins of Holland, | 


1 agreed to by the States General of the United Provinces 


of the Netherlands, on the terms of the obligation paſſed 
on the 5th of November, 1781, between his majeſty and 
the ſaid States General, has been made in his majeſty's 
name and guaranteed by him; it is nevertheleſs acknow- 
ledged by theſe preſents that the ſaid loan was made in 
reality on account and for the ſervice of the United States 
of North-America, and that the capital, amounring, at a 
moderate valuation, to the ſum of ten millions livres tour- 
nois, has been — to the ſaid United States, agreeably 
to a receipt for the payment of the faid ſum, given by 
the underſigned minifter of Congreſs the ſeventh day of 
June laſt. | | | 


ARTICLE. VI. 


By the convention of the ſaid 5th of November, 1797, 

the king has been pleaſed ropromiſe and engage to fur. 

niſh and pay at the general courſter of the States Gene, 

ral of the Netherlands, the capital of the faid loan, with 

the intereſt at four per cent. per annum, without any 
| k IRS charge 


| | _ Fg Cy 
= charge or-dedncion whatever to the lenders, ſo that the i 
i ſaid capital ſhall be wholly repaid after the ſpace of five i 
+2 years, the payments to be made in ten equal periods, the 
firſt of which to commence the ſixth year from the date 

| of the loan, and afterwards from year to year to the fi- *Þ 

E nal payment of the (aid ſum; but it is in like manner 

| acknowledged by this act, that this engagement was en- 

. tered into by the king, at the requeſt of the underſigned x 

. | miniſter of the United States, and on the promiſe by him 
F made in the name of Congreſs, and on behalf of the thir- 8 
1 : . teen United States, to cauſe to he reimburſed and paid at 
; 8 the royal treaſury of his majeſty at Paris, the capital, 
N : intereſt and coſt of the ſaid loan, according to the condi- 
1% Wo tions and terms fixed by the ſaid convention of the 5th of 
IM. ä November, 1781. 7 —_ 


- ARTICLE vn. 


It is accordingly agreed and ſettled, that the ſum of ten 
million livres twurnois, being by a moderate computation 
the principal of the loan of five millions of Holland florins 
abovementioned, ſhall be reimburſed and paid in ready 3 
money at the royal treaſury of his majeſty at Paris, with 
the inter: at four per cent. per annum, in ten equal pay» - 
ments of one million each, and in ten terms, the firſt of 
which ſhall be on the 5th of November, 1787, the ſecond, 7 
the 5th of November, 1788, and ſo from year to year till 

the final payment of the ſaid ſum of ten millions; the in- 
_ tereſt leflening in proportion with the partial payments 
of the capital, But in conſequence of the king's affection | 
tor the Uni:ed States, his majeſty has been pleaſed to | 
charge iimſeit with the expence of commiſſions and bank i 
for the ſaid loan, of which expences his majeſty bas made 
a preſent to the Unjted States, and this their underſigned | 
miniſter accepts with thanks in the name of Congrels, as 
anew proof of his majeſty's generoſity and friendſhip | 
for the ſaid Uvited States. | | 8 


ARTICLE vm. 


With regard to the intereſt of the (aid loan during the 
five years preceting the firſt term of payment of the 
capital, as the king has engaged to pay ir at the general. 
counter of the States General of the Netherlands, at the 
rate of tour per cent, yearly, and every year,- counting ⁶ñ 

from 
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f five | from the 5th of November, 1781, according to the conven - 

, the tion of that day, the miniſter of Congreſs acknowledges 

_ that the repayment of that is due to his majeſty by the 
e hk. == 
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= United States, and he engages in the name of the ſaid 
© United States, to cauſe payment thereof to be made, at 
the ſame time and at the ſame rate at the royal treaſury of 
his majeſty; the firſt year's intereſt to be paid the 5th ot No- 
vember next, and ſo yearly during the five years preced - 
ing the firſt cerm for the payment of the capital, fixed as 
above on the 5th of November, 1787. 

The high contracting parties reciprocally bind them- 
ſelves to the faithful obſervance. of this contract, the ra- 
tifications of which ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of 
nine months from this day, or ſooner if poſſible. Xo 
la teſtimony whereof, we the faid plenipatentiaries of - 

His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and of the thirteen United 
States of North-America, in virtue of our reſpective pow- 
ers, have ſigned theſe preſents, and thereunto fixed the 
ſeal of our arms. 2 7 $0 


Done at Verſailles, the ſixteenth day of July, one 
8 thouſand ſe ven hundred and eighiy two. 


GRAVIER pz VERGEN NES, (L S.) B. FRANKLIN, (I. S.) 


Now KNOW YE, That we the ſaid United States 
in Congreſs aſſembled, impreſſed with a moſt lively ſenſe 
of the generoſity and affection manifeſted by His Moft 
Chriſtian Majeſty in the above contract, have ratified and 
confirmed, and by theſe preſents do ratify and confirm 
the ſaid contract, and every article and clauſe thereof. 
And we do hereby empower our minifter plenipotentia- 
ry at the court of Verſailles to deliver this our act of ra- 
tiſicatiou, in exchange for the ratification of the ſaid con- 

tract on the part of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 


In teſtimony whereof, we have cauſed our ſeal to 
be hereunto affixed. Witneſs his Excelleney 
ELIAS BOUDINOT, Preſident, this tweaty fe- 

. cond day of January, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty-three, aud of our ſovereignty 
and independence the ſeventh, | 


i 
* 


[ PAPER Ne, vi. 1 


| The CONTRACT entered into by the Honourable 
J. ADAMS, in behalf of che United States, 
with Sundries, for a loan of five millions of 
Florins- | P 1 
TRANSLATION from the DUT C H. 
Minuted on a Seal of 48 Stivers. 


(Signed) | 
Van Horz, Notary, 


FN N the 11th day of June, in the year owe thooſand 
ſeven hundred ani eighty-two, appeared before 


me, Pieter Galenus Van Hole, notary of Amſterdam, ad- 


mitted by the hononrable court of Holland,; | 
The honourable John Adams, eſqu tiniſter pleni 
potentiary on the part of the Unired States of America, 
by their High Mightinefſes the Lords Stabes General of 
the United Netherlands, &c. &c. in quality, \as eſpecial- 
ly qualified and authoriſed by the aboyementivned ſtates 
of America in Congreſs aſſembled, for aud in behalf of 
the ſaid ſtates of America, to raiſe a loan with any per- 
ſon or perſons, ſtates or companies, with ſubjoined aſſu. 
rance in good faith to ratify and fulfil all that ſhall be 
done in this re ſpect by him, honourable appearer, ac- 
cording to authentic copy and tranſlation of the origi- 
nal commiſſion or power exhibited to me, notary, and 
depoſited in wy cuſtody, in behalf of the joint money 
lenders. f N ö | 7 6 

The honourable sppearer reſiding in the Hague, but 
being now in this city. | 

Aud the honourable appearer acknowledged himſelf, 
in his aforeſaid quality, and thus in the name and in be- 
halt of the abovementioned ſtates of America, to be duly 
and lawfully indebted ro and in behalf of ſundry perſons, 
or money lenders, in all a ſum of one million of guilders, 
Dutch current money, ariſing from and on account of ſo 
much ready money received by him honourable appear- 
er, in his aforeſaid quality, to his perfect ſatisfaction, 
from ihe laid money lenders, in conſequence of the re- 
celpt hereafter mentioned, to be ſigned by the honoura- 
ble appearer, under the authentic copies hereof, expreſſ- 


ly and formally diſayowivg the excuſe of untold monies, 
| 0 And 


ble 
es, 


of 


i 3 


And the honourable appearer promiſed, in his afore- 
aid quality, to repay in this city the ſaid ſum of one 
million of guilders free from all coſts, charges and dama. 
ges, to the abovementioned money lenders, or their al. 
guys, at the expiration of fifteen years after the iſt day. 
1 f June, 17832; and that in the following manner, to 
1 


That the abovementioned capital ſhall remain fixed 
during the ſpace of ten years, and that with rhe eleventh 
year, and thus on the firſt day of june, 1763, a fif h 
part, or two hundred thouſand guilders of the fajd capital 
of one million, ſhall be redeemed, and in the fame man- 
ner from year to year until che 1ſt day of June, 1797, 
incluſive, ſo that the whole capital ſhall be redeemed and 
diſcharged within the abovementioned ſpace of fifteen, 
years. 

l And that for ſaid capital, at firft for tbe whole, and af- 
terwards for the reſidue, at the expiration of every year, 
X intereſt ſhall be paid at the rate of five: per cent. in the 
year commencing the firſt day of June, 1782.. and to con · 
= tinee until rhe final accompliſhment, and that en coupuns 
to be ſigned by or for account of ſaid honourable appears 
er in his aforeſaid quali: y. | | Be 
That the abovementioned redeeming ſhall be perform. 
ed by drawing in preſence of a notary and witneſſes in 
5 this city, after the expiration of the firſt mentioned ten 
& years, in ſuch a manner that the Nos: of the obligati - 
ons drawn ſhall be by times made kgown in the public 
* | * | 
hat the payment of the intereſts, as alfo the redeem. 
ing of the reſpective periods, ſhall be made at the compt · 
ing huuſes of the hereafter mentioned gentlemen direc- 
tors, or at ſuch other places within this city, as ſhall like- 
wiſe be advertiſed in the public papers, _ * 

Thar the directors of this negociation ſhall be meſlis, 
Wilhelm er Jan Willink, Nicolaas et jacob Van Staphorlt, 
and de la Lande et FyrJe, merchants of this city, who 

are by theſe preſents, thereto named and appointed 
by the honourable appearer in his aforeſaid quality. | 
— The honourable appearer promiſing and engaging, 
in the names of his conſtituents, that the amount of the 
Intereſts and of the redeemings to be made from time to 
time of the ſaid capital, ſhall be in due time remitted to 
the aforeſaid gentlemen directors, their heirs or es 

| | TS, 
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3 3 | 
ſors, in good bills of exchauge, American products, or 
in ready money, without any abatement or deduction 
whatfoever. 15 | | ; 
That this obligation ſhall never be ſutje@ to any im- 
Poſt or taxes already laid or in time to come to be laid'in 
the ſaid United States of America, even in caſe (which 
God forbid) any war, hoſtilities, or diviſions ſhould ariſe | 
between aforeſaid United States or any of them, on 
the one fide, and the ſtates of theſe lands on the other, 
that the payment of the capital or intereſts of this obliga- 


Sion can in no wiſe, nor under any pretext whatſoever, Z 


be hindred or delayed. w_ 

The honourable appearer in his aforeſaid quality, pro- 
miting and engaging, moreover, for and in the names of 
the ſaid United States, that chere ſhall never be made by 
them or on their parts, or any of them in particular, 
any convention or treaty, public or private, at the make 
ing of peace or otherwife, by which the validity and ac- 
compliſhment of theſe preſents might be prejudiced, or 
whereby any thing contrary thereto might be ſt pulated, 
but that without any exception the contents hereof ſhal} 
be maintained in full force. | 

The honourable appearer in his aforefaid quality like- 
wiſe promiſes, engages and binds himſelf by theſe pre- 
ſents, that this engagement ſhall be ratified: and approved 
as ſoon as poflible by ſaid United States in Congreſs afſem- 
bled, and that authentie copy rravſlation of ſaid ratiſication 
with the original, ſhall be depoſited in cuſtody of me, no- 
tary, to be there kept with ſaid authentic copy tranſlation 


of the commiſſion or power of him honourable appearer, 


and the engroſſed hereof, for the ſecurity of the money 
lenders, until the abovementioned capital and intereſts. 
as aforeſaid ſhall be redeemed and paid off, ' 
And there ſhall be made of this act (as the honourable. 


appearer in his aforeſaid quality conſents) above and be - 
ſides the abovementioned engroſſed one thouſand authentic 
copies, which ſhall be of the ſame force and value, and have 
the ſame effect as the eagroſſed one, under every one of 


which copies ſhall be placed a receipt of one thouſand guil- 
ders Dutch current money, either on name or in blank, at 
the choice of the money lenders, to be ſigned by him honor- Wi 
able appearer, and which receipts ſhall be reſpectively WM 

numbered from No. 1 to 1000 inchufive, and counterſigned i 
bby abovementioned gentlemen directors, and duly atteſted IB 


| | r 3 
by me notary, as a teſlimony that no more than one thouſand 
obligations are numbered in virtue of this act. All which 5 | 
authentic copies with the receiprs thereunder placed, ſhall * 
at the redeeming of the capital be reſtored by the bearers. 
On failure of prompt payment as well of the capital, as 
ZZ of the intereſts at the appvinted periods, the capital or re- 
ſidue thereof may be demanded by the gentlemen direc- 
tors in behalf of the money lenders, who ſhall be then in- 
tereſted therein, and the aforeſaid principals and commits _ 
tents of him, honourable appearer, ſhall in that caſe be 
held and bound to redeem and diſcharge immediately in 
one ſum the remaining capital with the intereſts and char- 
es. 

a For the accompliſhment and performance of all the a- 
bove written, the honoarable appearer binds in his afore- 
ſaid quality, and thus in the names and on the part of the 
abovementioned United States of America, the ſaid United 
States of America jointly and each of them in particular, 
together with ali their lands, chattels, revenues and pro- 
ducts, together with impoſts and t-xes already laid and — 
raiſed in the ſame, or in time to come to be laid and raiſ- 
ed, and thus of all the United States „f America jointly 
and of euch of-the ſame in particular for the whole, 

He the honourable appearer renouneing, in the names 
as above, for that purpoſe expre ſſly beneficium diviſionis 
as likewiſe Je duabus vel pluribus reis debendi, ſignitying 
a retribution of debts, and that when two or more are in- 
debted, each of them can ſatisfy with the payment of 
their portion ; the honourable appearer promiſing in his 
aforeſaid quality, never to have rec our ſe to the ſaid or to 
any other evaſions whatſoever. | 

This being paſſed (after tranſlation into Engliſh was 
made hereof, and which likewiſe is ſigned by the honour- 
able appearer, and depoſited in the cuſtody of me the 
t«.d notary) within Amſterdam aforeſaid, in the preſence 
ut | 


G1p1on Victor et 
CoRkNEL1S MARCH aNT, 


: witneſſes.” 


3 (Signed) P. G. Van Horz, notary. 
Faithfully tranſlated from the Dutch, Amſterdam, 
this 17th day of June; 1752, | Y 
* + JOANNES VERGEEL L. Son. 
: ſworn tranſlator. 
; No. 1. | | There 


* 
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There are four others of the ſame tenor and 
date, numbered 2, 3, 4, 5, making in the whole fire mil- 
lions guilders ; and each of the ſaid contracts is ratified 
by Congreſs, and by their order endorſed as follows : 

BE it remembered that the five ſeveral contracts or en- 
gagements entered into by the honourable John Adams, 
eſquire, mi aiſter plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America, to their High Mightineſſes the Lords the States 
General of the United Netherlands, in behalf of the ſaid 
United States, bearing date the eleventh day of June in 
the year 1782, and purporting to be ſecurities each of 
them for the payment of a million of Guilders, Dutch 
current money, by the United States to certain money 
Jenders under the negociation of meſſrs. Wilhelm and 
Jan Willink, Nicolaas and Jacob van Staphorſt and de la 
Lande and Fynje, merchants in Amſterdam, were read 
in Congreſs, approved and ratified, and the ſame are 
hereby ratified and declared obligatory on the ſaid Unit- 


ed States. 


Done in the State - houſe. at Philadelphia, by the 
United States of America in Congreſs aſſembled, 
the fourteenth day of September, in the year of 
_ our Lord 1782, and in the ſeventh year of our 


independence, 
3 JoHN HANSON, preſident. 
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. f PAPER No, vil. 3. 
To the United States in Congreſs 
| aſſembled. 


The Addreſs and Petition of the Officers of the 
Army of the United States, 
HunBLy. SHEWETH, - | i 
HAT we, che officers of the army of the United 
1 States, in behalf of ourſelves and our brethren th 
ſoldiers, beg leave, with all proper deference and re- 
ſpect, freely to ſtate to Congrels, the ſupreme power of 
2 United States, the great diftreſs under which we la- 
ur, | „A | | 
At this period of the war it is with peculiar pain we 
find ourſelves conſtrained to addreſs vour auguſt body on 
matters of a pecuniary nature. We have ſtruggled with 
our difficulties year after yer, under the hopes that each 
would be the laft, but we have been diſapp ted. We 
find our embarrafiments thicken fo faſt; and have become 
ſo camplex; that many of us are unable to go further. In 
this exigence we apply to Congreſs fot relief; as our 
head and ſovereign, _ 5 
Jo prove that our hard ſhips are exceedingly diſpropor - 
tionate to thoſe of any other citizens of America, let a 
recurrence be had to the paymaſter's accounts for four 
years paſt. If to this it ſhould be objected, that the re - 
ſpective ſtates have made ſeitlemeuts and given fecurities | 
for the pay due for part of that tinie, let the preſent va- get 
hue of thoſe nominal obligations be afcertained by the 
monied men, and they will be found to be worth little 
indeed; and yet, trifting as they are, many have been 
under the ſad neceſlity of phrting with them, i prevent | 
their families from actualſy ſtarving. LENS 
We complain that ſhadows have been offered to ns, 
, While the ſubſtance has been gleaned by hes. 
Oor ſituation compels us to ſearch for the eanſe 6f our +» 
_ex:reme-poverty. The citizens mormur ar the gret ne ſs 
ot their raxes, and are aſtoniſhed that n$ paſt reaches the 
army. The numgrons demands Which ate between the 
firlt collectors and the ſoldſers, (allow up wie whole, 
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Dur diſtreſſes are now brought to a point. We have 
borne all that men can bear—our property is expended — 
our private reſources are at an,end—and our friends are 
wearied out and diſgoſted with our inceſſant 2pplicati- 
ens. We therefore molt ſeriouſly and earneſtly beg that 
a ſupply of money may be forwarded to the army as ſoon 
as poſſible. The uneaſineſs of the foldiers, for want of 
pay, is great, and dangerons ; any further experiments 
on their patience may have fatal effects. . 

The promiſed ſubſiſtence or ration of proviſions, con- 


ſiſted of certain articles ſpecified in kind and quantity. 
This ration, without regard, that we can congeive, to 
the health of the troops, has been frequently .altered. 2s 
_ neceſſity on conveniency ſuggeſted, generally loſing by the 


change ſome part of its ſubſtance. On an average, not 
more than ſeven. or eight tenths have been iſſued ; the 
retained parts were, for a ſhort time, paid for; but the 
buſineſs became troubleſome to thoſe wko were to exe- 


cute it. For this, or ſome other reaſons, all regard to 


the dnes, as they reſpected the foldiers, has been diſcon - 
tinned (now and then a trifling gratuity excepted.) As 
rheſe due ve ſpected the officers, they were compenſated - 
during one year and part of another, by an extra ration; 


us to the retained ratjons, the account for ſeveral yearg 


remains unſettled ; there is a large balance due upon it, 
and a conſiderable ſum for that of forage, 

The cloathing was another part of the ſoldiers hire. 
The arrearages on that. ſcore, for the year 1977, dere 


paid off in continemal money, when the dollar, was 
- worth about forr-pence ; the arrearages for the follow. 
int years are unliquideted, and we.epprehend ſcarcely 


thought of but by the army. Whenever there has 
been a ren} want of means, any defect in ſyſtem, or ne- 
ple in execution, in the departments of the- army, we 
have tnvarjably been the ſufferers, by hunger and naked- 


neſs, and by languiſhing in an hofpical, 


We beg leave to urge an immediate adjuſtment of all 
dues; that as great a part as poſlible be paid, and the 
remainder dpar”on ſuch a footing as will reſtore, cheer- 


'fulne(s a army, revive confidence in the juſtice and 


gener aſity of its conſtituents, and contribute ta the very 


de ſſrable effect df re-eſtabliſhing public credit. 


Wevare grievefli to find that our brethren who re- 


tired from ſervice on half pay, under the reſolution of 


iN 1 Congreſs 
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We regard the act of Congrefy reſpecting half- pay, "+ 
ſervieg,;in which, abo healfh ang formury of che officers _.. 


pay pledged, for full, pay, for a certain number of years, 
or for a ſum in groſs, as ſhall” be agreed o by the com- 


mittee ſent with this addreſs, And in this we pray, thas 
the diſabled officers and ſoldiers, with the widows and 
orphans of thoſe; Who have , expended, or may expend 


their hves in the ſervice of their country, may be fully 


. comprehended. We alſo beg, that ſome mode may be 


pointed out for the eventual payment of thoſe ſoldiers, 
who are ihe ſubjects of the reſolution of Congreſs, of 
the 15th May, 1778. 


To the repreſentation now made, the army have not 


a doubt that Congreſs will pay all that attention, which 


the ſerious nature of 't requires. It would be criminal 
in the officers to conceal the general diſlat is faction which 
prevails, and is gaining ground in the army, from the 
preſſure of evils and injuries, which, in the courſe of 
ſeven long years, have made their conditien, in many 
inftances, wretched. They therefore entreat, that 
Congreſs, to convince the army and the world, that 


- the independence of America ſhall not be placed on the 
ruin of any particular claſs of her c':izens, will point 


gut a mode for immediate redreſs, | 


H. KNOX, 


8 — ang — 


2 HUNTINGTON, B. Genera, [ 
A 


41 9 | 
H. KNOX, M. General, e 
HN PATTERSON, B. General, on the part of the 
CREATON, Colonel,  ' 8 | 
JOAN CRANE, Colonel, " Maſſachuſerts line, ; 
" MAXWELL, Lieut. Colonel, 3 * 125 | Ss . 


* 
91 PE 


on the part of the 
connectieut Une. 5 


SWIFT. Colonel, 
MUEL B. "WEBB, Colonel, 


/ E. HUN TI NG TON, Lt. Colonel, 


P. cok TLA ET Colonel, 


8 the part of the 
New-York line. 


on abs an of the 


on the met of the New: 
WILLIAM SCOTT, Major»,  Hamplire line. 13 


5 
on the part of the ge · 

w. EVSTIS Hoſpital Surgeon, Fn hoſpital. A 
MOSES HAZEN, Brigadier:General. 0 
| Cantonments, Hudſon's River, December, m 
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PARE/R No. VIILY 


Extragt of a Letter from His Excellen. 


cy General Wasuixd rom, dated 


* 


Head-Quaro@&aſd, 12, 783. 


«STR, 3 xa 
e FT is with inexpreſſible concerp I make the following 
| report to your excelleney: - Two days ago, anoni- 
mous papers were circulated in the army, requeſting a 
general meeting of the officers on the next day. A co- 
y of one of theſe papers is encloſed, No. 1: 


% About the ſame time another anonimous paper, pure 
porting to be an addreſs to the officers of the army, was 
handed about in a clandeſtine manner—A copy of this is 
marked No. „ i , Oo OD 

To prevent any precipitate and dangerous reſoluti- 
ons from being taken at this perilous moment, while the 


paſſions were all enflamed, as ſoon as theſe things came 
to my knowledge, the next morning, I iflued the encloſed 


* 


order, No. 3. And in this ſituation the matter now 


reſts, 


% Since writing the foregoing, another anonimous pa- 
per has been put in circulation, a copy of which is en» 
— * — 

4 (0s * 5% "OR 
' A MEETING of the general and field officers is re. 

queſted at the public building, on Tueſday next, 
at It o'clock. A commiſſioned officer from each compa. 
ny 8 expected, and a delegate from the medical ſtaff, 
The object of this convention, is to conſider the late let- 
ter from our repreſentatives in Philadelphia; and what 
meaſures (if any) ſhould, be adopted, to obtain that re- 
—9 of grievances which they ſeem to have ſolicited in 

nh. . a * + > | 8 8 
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5 r | 
To the OFFICERS of the ARMY. 
B ( 0, . 
H fellow ſoldier;/ whoſe intereſt and uffections bind 
him ſtrongly to yon, whoſe paſt ſufferings have been as 
great, and whoſe future fortune- may be as deſperate as 
yours—would beg leave to addreſs you. — © © | 
Age has its claims, and rank is not without its pre- 
tenſions to adviſe; but, though unſupported by both, 
he flatters himſelf, that the plain language of Cneeriry | 
and experience will neither be unheard” nor unregard“ 


Like many of you, he loved private life, and left it 
with regret, He left it, determined to retire from the 
field, with the neceſſity that called kim to it, and not till 
then —Not till the enemies of his country, the ſlaves 

of power, and the hirelings of injuſtice, were compel. 
led to abandon their ſchemes, ant ackuowiedge Ameri- 
ca as terrible in arms as ſhe Had been humble in remon- 
ſtrance. With this object in view he hs kong ſhared 
in your. toils and mingled in your dangers.—He has felt 
the cold hand of poverty without a murmor, aud has 
ſeen the inſolence of wealth without a ſigh—Bur, too 
much under che direction of his wiſhes, and ſometimes 
weak enough to miſtake deſire for opinion, he has till 
lately —very lately, believed in the juttice af his country. 
He hoped, that as the clouds of adverſity ſcattered;' and 
as the ſanſhine of proce and better fortune broke in up- 
on us, the coldneſs and ſeverity of government would 
relax, and that, more than Juſtice, that gratitude would 
blaze forth upon thoſe hands which had upheld her inne 
darkeſt ſtages of her paſſage from impending ſervi - 
tude to acknowledged independence. But faith has its 


limits as well as tewper, and there are points beyond 


which neither can be ftrerehied, without ſinking into 

1 | cowardice or plunging into eredulity.— This, lege, 
= I conceive to be your ſituatcion.— Hurried to the very 
'S 1 6 verge of both, another ſtep would ruin yow fore ver 
A | 5 To be tame and unprovoked when injuries preſi hard 
1 - upon you, is more than weakneſs; but to look up for 


| | Linder uſage; without one - manly effort of - your own, 
=! Voald fix your character, and '\ſhew'the world how rich- 
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ly you de ſerve thoſe chains you broke. To guard againft Wy 
Wo Ne. us take a review of the ground upon which | | 


we now ſtand. and from thence carry our thoughts fore 1-1 
q ward for a moment, into the unexplored field of expe- Wy. 
dient. | | | | „„ 1 
Is After a pur ſuit of ſeven long years, the ohject for which | "RA 
* we ſet out is at length brought within our resch.— Ves, I. | 
my friends, that ſoffering courage of yours, was active | 
- once—it has condudced the Unued States of America 7 
N throngh a donbtful. and a bloody war. It has placed her 4 
N. in the chair of independency, and peace retutus again 
IB to _bleſs—whom ?—4 country willing to redreſs your 
| wrongs, cheriſh your worth and reward your ſervices, - | 
it A Ks. 6h courting your return to private life, with tears | 
— | of gratitude, and fmiles of admiration, longing to divide ' 
0 with you that independency which your gallantry has 1 


given, and thoſe riches which your wounds have preferv- 
* ed ? Is this the caſe? Or is it rather, a country that 
tramples upon your rights, diſdains your cries and inſults 


4 your diſtreſſes? Have you not, more than once, ſuggeſt- | 
a . ed your wiſhes, and made known your wants to Congreſs ? 5 
it Wants and withes which gratitude and policy ſhovld have - of 
92 anticipated, rather than evaded. And have you not late. | 
A ly, in the meek language of entreating memorials, beg - 7 
— ged from their juſt ice, what you would no longer expect 9 
11 | nb their favour? How have you been anſwered? Let | s 
7 the letter which you are called to confider to-morrow 23 
4 make reply. ; | 8 | 5 
57 If this, then, be your treatment, while the ſwords you des. 
d wear are neceflary for the defence of America, whar 
d | have you to expect from peace, when your voice ſaa!l = "| 
8. ſink, and your ſtrength diſſipate by diviſion? When thoſe | oY 
I. very ſwords, the inſtruments and companions' of your | | 1 
1 | lory, ſhall be taken from your ſides, and no'reniainin BY | 
4 — 8 eee de e 
: mark of military diſtinction left, but your wants, in- $i. 
on | firmities and fears? Can you then confent to be the only FIAT 
„ ſufferers by this revolution, and retiring from the field, FEES 
Y grow old in poverty, wretchedneſs and contempt? Can 62 
Fe. yon conſent to wade through the vile mire of vo. (EP 5 \ 
d pendency, and owe the miſerable remhant of'thar” life | 
r _to charity, which has hitherto been ſpent in Honour! | 
bo. If yon ca- go. and carry with-you; the jeſt of törfes 1 
— and the {corn of Whigs, — the ridicule, and what is worſe, 5 


the 


W | A * 
<q * | 


| ue iy es 
W, ſhe pity of the world. Go, ſtarve, and be forgotten 
| | Bur if your ſpirit ſhould; revolt at this ; if you have ſenſe 
| 


enough to diſcover, and ſpirit enough to oppoſe tyranny 


» under whatever garb it may aſſume ; whether it be the 
| plain coat of republicaniſm, or the ſplendid robe of roy- 
| A alty, if you have yet learned to diſcriminate between a. 
1 people and a cauſe, between men and principles 
1 awake attend to your ſituation and redreſs yourſelves. 
j | If the preſent moment be loſt, every future effort is in 
1 | vain; and your threats then, will be as empty as your in- 
treaties now. „„ f 
-. I would adviſe you, therefore, to come to ſome final opi- 
nion, upon what you can bear, and what you will ſoffer. 
| | If your determination be in any proportion to your wrongs» 
carry your appeal from the juſtice co the fears of govern- 
ment. Change the milk and water ſtyle of your laſt memo- 
. _ rial; aſſume a bolder tone - decent, but lively, ſpirited and 
Ss determined, and ſuſpect the man who would adviſe to more 
moderation and longer forbearance, Let two or three 
men who can feel as well as write, be appointed to draw vp 
your laſt remonſtrance: for I would no longer give it 
the ſucing, ſoft, unſucceſsful epithet of memorial. Let 
it be repreſented in language that will neither diſhonour 
you by its rudeneſs, nor betray you by its fears; what 
- Has been promiſed by-Congreſs, and what has been per- 
formed, —how long and how patiently you have ſuffered, 
I how Jittle you have aſked, and how-much of that little 
has been denied. Tell them, that though you were the 
firſt, and would wiſh 10 be the laſt to encounter danger; 
though deſpair itſelf can never drive you into diſhonour, 
it may drive you from the field; that the wound often 
irrizated, and never healed, may at length become in- 
_ eurable ; and that the lighteſt mark of indignity from 
 Congreſa now, muſt operate like the grave, they part you 
forever : that in any political event, the army has 
its alternative. If peace, that nothing ſhall ſeparate 
them from your arms but death: if war, that courting 
the auſpices, and inviting the direction of your illuſtri- 
ous leader, you will retire to ſome unſetiled country, 
_ ſmile in your turn, and mock when their fear cometh 
on.“ Bar let it repreſent alſo, that ſhould they comply 
with the requelt of your late memorial, it would make 
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yon more happy, and them more reſpectable, That while 
the war ſhould continue, you would follow their ſland- 
ard into the field, and when it came to an end, you 
would withdraw into the ſhade of private liſe, and give 
the world another. ſubject of wonder and applauſe ; 
an army vidorious over its enemies —victorious over 
itſelf, | 2 | 8 


i 


1 


r (No. z.) 
| GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head Quarters, Newburgh, Tueſday, March r1, 1783. 
THE commander in chief having heard that a gene- 
ral meeting of the officers of the army was propuſed to 
be held this day at the new bnilding, in an anonimous 
paper which was circulated yeſterday by ſome unknown 
perſon, conceives, although be is fully perſuaded that the 
good ſenſe of the officers would induce them to pay very 
little attention ro ſuch an irregular invitation, his duty, 
as well as the repuration and true- intereſt of the army, . 
requires hjs diſapprobation of ſuch diſorderly proceed- 
inys. At the ſame time he requeſls the general and ; 
field officers, with one officer from each company, and a 
proper repreſentation from the ſtaff of the army, will 

aſſemble ac twelve o'clock on Saturday next, at the new 
building, to hear the 1eport of the committee of the ar- 
wy to Congreſs. After mature deliberation, they will- 
deviſe what farther meaſures ought to be adopted as mott 
rational and beſt calculated to attain the juſt and im- 
portant object in view. The ſenior officer in rank, pre- 
tent, will be pleaſed to preſide, and report the reſult of 

0 the deliberations: to the commander in chief. : 


* 


No. 4) 1 
ö 1 To the Officers of the Army. \ a | 
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| Gentlemen, / x | * 
THE author of a late addreſs, anxious to deſerve, 

though he ſhould fail to engage your elleem; and deter- 
e G x _ miged 


* 


* 


Ne 
wined at every riſque to unfold” your Ay, ug nd diſcliarge 
his own, would beg leave to folicit the further indulpeuce 
of a few moments attention. Aware of the coynefs witli 
awhich his laft letter would be received, he feels bimſelf 
neither diſappointed nor diſpleaſed with the cautſon it 
has met. Ye well knew that it ſpoke a language which, 
till now, had been heard only in whiſpers, and that it 
comained ſome ſentiments which confidence itſelf would 
have breathed with diſtrait. But their lives have been 
ſhort, and their obſervations imperſect indeed, who have 
yet to learn that alarms: may be falſe ; that the beſt de- 
ſigns are ſometimes - obliged to-affume the worſt aſpect ; 
aud that, however ſynonimous ſurprize and diſaſter may 
be in niilicary phraſe, in moral aud political meaning, 

they convey ideas as different a's they are diſtin. 
Suſpicion, deteſtable as it is in private life, is the 
lovelieſt trait of political characters. It prompts you to 
enquiry, bars the door againſt deſign, and opens every 
avenue to truth. It was the fir ſt to oppoſe a ty rant here, 


and {ti]I ſtands ceminel over the liberties of America. 


With this belief it would illy become me to, ſtifle the 
voice of this honeſt guardian; a ardian, who, autho- 
riſed by cireumfiances digeſted into proof, has herſelf 
given birth to the addreſs you have read, and now. goes 
torth among you with a requeſt to all, hat it may be 
treated fairly'; that it may be confidere before it be a · 
buſed, and condemned beſcre it be tortured ; convinced 
that, in a ſearch after error, truth will appear, that apa- 
thy iſelf will grow warm in the purſuit, aud though * 
Will be rhe laſt to adopt ber advice, it will be the firlt to 
act upon it. 

The general orders of yeſterday, which the weak may 
miſtake for diſapprobatiou, and the deſigning dare to re- 
preſent as ſuch, wears, in my opinion, a very different 
complexion, and carries with it a very oppoſite rendency. 
Til now the commander in chief has regarded the ſteps 
you have taken for redreſs with good pts nh alone. His 
oſtenſible filence has authoriſed your meetings, and his 
private opinion has ſanetiſſed your claims. Had he diſ- 
liked the object in view, would not the ſame ſenſe of du- 

ty which forbade you from meeting on the third day. of 
the week, have forbidden you from meetifg on the ſe- 
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venth ? Is not the ſame ſubject held up cor your diſcyſ- 


fon ? and has it not paſſed the ſeal of office, and taken 


all the ſolemnity of an order? This will give ſyſtem to 
your proceedings, and ſtability to your reſolves. It will 
ripen ſ peculation into fact, and while it adds to the uns. 
nimity, it cannot poſlibly leſſen the independency of your 
ſentiments. It may be neceſſary to add upon this lutje®, 


that, from the injunction with which the peneral orders 
clofe, every man js at liberty to conelude that the report 


to be made to head- quarters is intended for Congress. 
Hence will ariſe another motive for that energy which 
has been recommended : for, can you give the lie to the 


pathetic deſcriptions of your repreſentations, and the 


more alarming predictions of our friends? To ſuch as 
make a want of ſignature an objection to opinion, I re- 
Ply, that it matters very little who is the author of ſen. 
.timents which grow out of your feelings, and apply ip 
your wants; that in this inftance, diffidence ſuggeſted, 
what experience enjoips; and that while I continue ta 


move on the high road of argument and advice, which 
is open to all, I ſhall continue to be the ſole confident of 


my own ſecret. But, ſhould the time come, when jr 
ſhall be neceſſary to depart from this general Jine, and 
hold up any individual among you as an object of the re- 


ſentment or contempt of the reſt, I thus publickly pledge 


my nonaur as a ſoldier, and veracity as a man, that Iwill 
then aſſume a viſible exiſtence, and give my nome to the 
army, with as little reſerve as I now give my opinions. 


i 
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THE reſult of the proceedings of the grand conventi- © 


on of the officers, which I have the honour of enclofing 


to your excellency for the inſpection of Congreis, will, 
+] flatter myſelf, be conſidered as the laſt glorious proof of 


patriotiſm which could have been given by men who 


aſpired to the diſlinction of a patriot army; and will not 


4. 


only 
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ly confirm their claim to the juſtice, but will encreaſe 
their title to the gratitude of their country. _ 
Having ſeen the proceedings on the part of the army 
terminate with perfect unanimity, and in a manner eu- 
tirely conſonant to my wiſhes; being impreſſed with the 
livelieſt ſentiments of affection for thoſe who have ſo 
Jong, ſo patiently and fo chearfully ſaffered and foughr 
under my immediate direction; having from motives of 
juſtice, duty and gratitude, ſpontanevuſly offered my- : 
ſelf as an advocate for their rights; and having been 1e- 
queſted to write to your excellency, earneſtly entreating 
the moſt ſpeedy deciſion of Congreſs upon the ſubjects 
of the late addreſs from the army to that honourable 
| bady; it now only remains for me to perform the taſk 1 
have aſſumed; and to iatercede in their behalf, as Il now 
do, that the ſovereign power will be pleaſed to verify the 
predictions | have pronounced of, and the confidence the 
army have repoſed in the juſtice of their country. : 
And here I humbly conceive it is altogether unheceſſa- 
ry (while I am pleading the cauſe of an army which bave 
done and ſuffered more than any other army ever did in 
the defence of the-rights and liberties of human nature) 
ro expatiate on their claims to the moſt ample compen- 
ſation. for theic meritorious ſervices, becauſe they are 
perfectly known to the whole world, and becauſe, (al. 
though the topics are inexhauſtible) enough has alreaily 
been ſaid on the ſubject. To prove theſe aſſertions, to 
evince that my ſentiments have ever been uniform, and 
, ro ſhew what my ideas of the rewards in queſtion Have 
5 always been, I appeal to the archives of Congreſs, and 
call on thoſe ſacred depofits to witneſs for me. And in 
8 6 order that my obſervations and arguments in favour of a 
future adequate proviſion for the officers of the army ma 
1 . be brought to remembrance again, and conſidered in a 
Þ . ſingle point of view without giving Congreſs the trouble 
| of having recourſe to their files, I will beg leave to tran. 
it herewith an extract from a repreſentation made by 
e to a committee of Congrels, ſo long ago as the 29th - 
of January, 1778, and alſo the trauſcript of -a letter 0 


the 


* 
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Place, un eſs meaſures ſimilar to thoſe recommended had 
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the preſident of Congreſs, dated near Paſaic Falls, Oe 
tober 11, 1790. | , 


That in che critical, and perilous moment when the laſt 


mentioned communication was made, there was the ut- 


"molt danger a diſſolütion of the army would have taken 


| been 
— 


FE from 4 Repreſentation made by the Cammander in 
177 

Gentlemen, | | . 

« THE numerous defects in our preſent military 


1 


eſtabliſhment, renderiug many reformations and many 


new arrangements obſolutely neceſſary, and Corgreis 
having been pleaſed to appoint you a committee, in con. 


cert with me, to make and recommend ſuch as hall ap- 


* 


pear eligible, in purſuance of the various objects expretl- 
ed in their reſolution for that purpoſe ;—l have in the 
following ſheets briefly delivered my ſentiments upon 
ſuch of them as ſeemed to me moſt eſſential, fo far as ob- 
ſervation has ſuggeſted and leiſure permitted, Theſe are 
ſubmitted to conſideration, and 1 ſhall be happy if they 
are found conducive to remedying the evils aud inccuve- 
niencies we are now ſubject to, and putting the army up- 


on a wore reſpectable footing. Something muſt be done 3 - 


important alrerations muſt be made; neceſſity requires 
that our reſources ſhould be enlarged and our ſyſtem im- 
proved ; for without it, if the diſlilutioa of the army 


mould not. be the conſequence, at leaſt, its operations 


mult infallibly be feeble, languid and ineffectual. | 
&« As I conſider a proper and ſatisfactory proviſion for 


_ officers, in a manner as the baſis of every other regulati- 
on and artangement neceſſary to be made; ſince without 


afficers no at my can exiſt, and unleſs 1 mealures be 
deviſed to place thoſe of ours in a more deſirable ſituati- 
on, few of them would be able, if willing to continue in 


it.—I ſhall begin with a few reflections tending to prove © 
the necellity of a Half Pay and Penſicnary Eftabliſh a 5 


% Aſmall knowledge of human nature wiil convince 


us that, with far the greateſt part of mankind, interett 


* the governing princip e, and that almoſt every man is 
* | more 


ing. to a Committee of Congreſs at the Army, 29th January, 


" — — — — 


10 ; 
been adopted, will not admit a doubt. That the adop- 
' "tion of the reſolution granting half pay for life has been 
attended with all the happy conſequences I had foretold, 
*ſo far as reſpected the good of the ſervice, let the aſto. 
niſhIng contraſt between the ſtate of the army at this in- 
ſtant, and at the former period, determine, And that 
more or Jeſs under its influepce. Motives of public virtye 
may for a time, or in particular inſtances, actuate men 
to the obſervance of a conduc purely diſintereſted, but 
they are not of themſelves ſufficient to produce a perſe- 
vering conformity to the refined dictates and obligations 
of ſocial duty ; few-men are capable of making a conti- 
nual ſacrifice of all views of private intereſt or advantage, 
to the common good: it is in vain to exclaim againſt the 
depravity of human nature on this account—rthe fact is ſo, 
the experience of every age and nation has proved it, and 
we muſt in a great mealure change the conſtitution of 
man, before we can make it otherwiſe ; no inſtitution not 
— on the preſumptive truths of theſe max ims, can ſuc · 
e ee eee | 
We find them exemplified in the American officers, as 
well as in all other men. At the commencement of the 
diſpute; in the firſt effuſions of their zeal, and jooking n 
on the ſervice to be only temporary, they entered into it 
without paying any regard to pecuniary or ſelfiſh conſi · 
derations ; but finding its duration to be much longer 
' than they at firſt ſuſpected, and that, inſtead of deriving 
any advantage from the hardſhips and dangers to which - 
they were expoſed, they, on the contrary, were loſers 
by their patriotiſm, and fell far ſhort even of a competen- 
cy to ſupply their wants; they have gradually abated in 
© their ardor ; and with many an entire diſinelinatjion to 
the ſervice, under its preſent circumſtances, has taken place, 
To this, in an eminent degree, inuſt be aſcribed the fre- 
quent reſignations daily happening, and the more fre- 
quent importonities for permiſſion to refign, and from 
ſome officers of the greateſt merit; to this alſo may be af. 
eribed the apathy, inattention and neglect of duty, which 
pervade all ranks, and which will neceſſarily continue 
and increafe, while an officer, inſtead of gaining any thing 
is impoveriſhed by his commitſion, and conceives heir 
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n 
the eftabliſtinient of funds; and ſecurity of the payment 


- of all the juſt demands of the army, will be the moſt 
certain means of preſerving the national faith and future 


tranquility of this extenſive continent, is my decided opi- 
nion. 

Mm farther 
experience 
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conferring, not receiving a favour in holding it... There 
can be no ſufficient tie upon men poſſeſſing ſuch ſenti- 


ments; nor can any methesl be, adopted to oblige. thoſe 
to a punctual difchar ge of duty, who are indifferent about 
their continuance in the ſervice, and are often ſeeking a 
pretext. to diſengage theinſelves froh it, Puniſhment, 
in this caſe, will be unavailing z but when an officer's com- 
miſſion is made valuable to him, and be tears to loſe it, 
you may then exact obedience from him. 

It, is not indeed confiltent with reaſon or juſtice, to 


expect that oye ſer of men ſhould make a ſacrifice of pro- 


2 78 5 rennen * 7 
perty, domeſtic eaſe and happineſs,, encounter the rigors 
of rhe field, the Perils and viciffitudes of war, to obtain 
thoſe bleſſings which every citizen will enjoy in common 
with them, without ſome adequate compenſation. Ir 
muſt affo be n comfof tlefs reflection io any man, tha 
country, at the riſque of his, life aud the ruin of his for- 
tune, there would be” no provition made to prevent hiat- 
ſelf and family from ſinking Juto indigence and wretch- 


edneſs. Beſides adopting ſome methods to make the 


proviſion for officers equal to their preſent exigences, a 
due regard ſhould be paid to fiturity. Nothing, in my 
opinion, would lerve more;poyerfully to reanimate; their 
lJanguithing zeal, and intereſt, them, thoroughly in che fe V. 
vice, than a balF-pay aud penſcharz eſtabliment, This, 


would not only diſpell the apprebenſion of perſonsl dice 


trels at the termination. of the war, from, having thrown, 
the mſelves out of profeſſions and employments/they.might, 
nat bave it in their, power 16 reliune, but world in a 
great degree relieve the painful anticipation of leaving 
their widows and orphans a burthen on the charity of 
their country, hond it be their lot 10 fall in its deſence. 

Lam earneſt in recommending this meaſure, becaufe 
I know it is the general wiſh aud expectation, and that 

; many 


* 
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By the preceding remarks jt ix readily be imagined, 
that inſtead of tetraking and reprehending (from fa 


0 ” t ar- 
ter he may have contributed to ſecuring the rights uf lis 


7 


1 
+ 
: 
0 
| 


© ey . —— —— ů——²⁵ð 


experience and refle0ion) the. mode of compenſation ſo 
ſtrenuouſly urged in the encloſures, I am more and more 
confirmed in the ſentiment, and if in the wrong, ſuffer 
to pleaſe myſelf with the grateful deluſion.  * 
For if, beſides the ſimple payment of their wages, a 
forther compenſation is not due to the ſufferings and ſa- 
crifices of the officers, then have I been miſtaken indeed. 
If the whole Frmy have not merited whatever a grateful. 
4's IN yk people 
many 6fficers, whom, npog every principle we ſhould wiſh 
to retain in the ſervice, are only waiting to ſee whether 
ſomething, of the kind will, or. will not rake place, to be de- 
termined in their reſolution, either of ſtaying in or quitting 
it immediately ; and I urge my ſentiments with the great- 
er freedom, becanſe I cannot, and ſhall not receive the 
ſmalleſt benefic from the eſtabliſhment, and can have no 
other inducement for propoſing it, than a fall conviction 
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people con beſtow, then bave I been beguiled by preju. 
dice, and built opinion on the baſis of error. If this 
country ſnould not in the event perform everything which 
has been requelled in the late memorial to Congreſs, then 
will wy belief become vain, and the hope that has been 
excited void of foundation. And „if,“ (as has been ſug= 

gelted for the purpoſe of inflaming their paſſions) the ot - 
ET oC a api iy 1 ſicers 


— — 


ſubmiſſion, the reducing of its regiments, and diſmiſſing 
a great Pork of its officers, is always a meaſure of difficul- 
ty and delicacy. In ours, where the officers are held by 
the feebleſt ties, and are mouldering away by daily re- 
ſignations, it is peculiarly ſo. The laſt reduction occaſi- 
oned many to quit the ſervice beſides thoſe who were re- 
formed, and left durable ſeeds of diſcontent among rhoſe 
who remained. The general tapic of declamation was, that 
zt was as hard as diſhonourable for men who had made 
every ſacrifice to the ſervice to be turned out of it at the 
. pleaſure-of thoſe in power, without an adequate compen- 
lation. In the maturity to which their uneafinefles have 
now ariſen, ſcom a continuance in miſery, titey will be 
ill more impatient under an attempt of a ſimilar nature, 
How far thele diſpoſſtious may be reaſvnable, I pretend 
not to decide; but in the extremity to which we are ar. 
rived, policy forbids us to add new irritations ; too many 
of the officers wiſh to get rid of their commilſens, bur 
they are unwilling to be forced into it, . 
t is not the intention of theſe remarksto diſconrage a 
reſorm, but to ſhew the neceſſi: y of guardirg againſt the 
ill effects by an ample proviſion, both for the officers who 
| Nay, and for thoſe who are reduced. This ſhould be the 
- baſjs of the plan, and without it I apprehend the molt - 
miſchievous conſequenpesz this would,obviate many ſeru- 
piles that will otherwiſe be found prejudicial in the ex- 
_ 1reme, Iam convinced Congreſs are not a little ſlraitned 
In the means of a preſent proviſion, fo ample as to give 
- ſatisfaction, but ibis proves the expediency of a future 
one, and brings me to that which I have ſo frequently re- 
commended as the moſt œconomical, the moſt politic 
and the moſt effectual that could be deviſed, u half. pay 
for life: ſupported by a proſp:& of a permanent depen. 
dence, tne officers would be tied to the ſervice, and would 
Ms gs 3 ſubmit 
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fieers of the army © are to be the only ſufferers by this re- 
volution; if retiring from the field they. are to grow old 
in poverty, wretchedneſs and contempt : if they are to 
1 through the vile mire of dependency, and owe the 
miſerable remnent of that life to charity, which has 
bitherto been ſpent in honeur,” then ſhall I have learn- 
ed what ingratitude is, then ſhall I have realized a tale 
which will embitter every moment of my future life. 

But 


" ſubmit to many momentary privations, and to the incon- 


veniencies which the ſituation of public affairs makes un- 


avoidable, This is exemplified in the Peunſylvania offi- 
cers, who, being upon this eſtabliſhment, are fo much 
| Intereſted in the ſervice, that in the courſe of 
months there has been only one refignation in that line. 
« Tf the objection drawn from the principle of this 
meaſure, being incompatible with the genius of our go. 
vernment, is thought unſurmountable, I would propote 
a ſubſlitute lefs eligible, in my opinion, but which may 
anſwer the purpoſe—lIt is, to make the preſent balf-pay 
for ſeven years whole pay for the ſame period, to be ad - 
vanced in two different payments; one half in a year af- 
ter tbe concluſion of peace, the other halt in two years 
Cabſequent to the firſt. | | 4 
No objection to this meaſure occurs to me, except it 
be thought too great an expence; but in my judgment, 
whatever can give conſiſtency to our military eſtabliſh- 
ment, will be ultimately favourable to œcOomy. It is 
not eaſy to be conceived, except by thole who are wit. 
neſſes to it, what an additional waſte and conſumption of 
every thing, and conſequently what an encreaſe of ex. 
. pence, reſults from the laxneſs of diſcipline in the army; 
and where the officers think they are doing the public a 
favour by holding their commiſſions, and the men are 
cantinually fluctuating, it is impoſſible to maintain dif. 
cipline. Nothing can ro me be more obvious than thar 
a a ſound military eſtabliſhment and the intereſts of ceconn- 
my are the ſame: how much more the Purpoſes of the 
war will be promoted by it in other reſpects, will not 
admit of an argument. Sat mn” 
In reaſoning/upon the meaſure of a future proviſion, I 
have heard gentlemen object the want of it in ſome foreign 
pf armies, 
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But1 am under no ſuch apprehenſions : a country reſ. 


cued by their arms from impending ruin, will never 
leave unpaid the debt of praticulle, 5 


Should any intemperate or improper warmth have min- 
gled itſelf among the foregoing obſervarions, I muſt en- 


treat your excellency and Congreſs, it may be attributed 

to the effuſion of an hoveſt zeal in the beſt of cauſes, and 

that my peculiar ſituation may be my apology; and I 
hope 


Ph Ih | - . | o .* | 
armies, without adverting to the difference of circnm- 


ſtances. The military ſtate holds the firſt rapk in moſt 


of the countries of Furope, and is the road to honour and 


emolument. The eſtabliſhment is permanent, and what- 
ever be an officer's proviſion, it is for life, and he has a 
profeſſion for life ; he has future as well as preſent Mo- 
tives of military konour and preferment; he is attached 
to the ſervice by the ſpirit of the government, by educa. 
tion, and in moſt caſes by early habit; his preſent con. 


dition, if not ſplendid, is comfortable; penfions, dif-* 
tinctions and particular privileges, are commonly his re- 
wards in retirement. In the caſe of the American officers, 


military. character has been ſuddenly taken up, and is 10 
end with the war. | On. \ 
Congreſs will herewith receive a liſt of the officers in 


the New. Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut, New 


York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania and Maryland lines, 


| previous to its marching to the ſouthward ; alſo in 


Crane's and Lamb's artillery, Sheldon's horſe ; and in 
Fazen's, Sherburn's, Spencers and Liviogſton's regiments, 


who have actually had their reſignations entered at head - 


quarters in the courſe of this year ; and who, in general, 


urged their necefhties when they applied on the ſubjeR, 


and inſiſted, notwithſtanding every perſugſion to induce 
their continuance, that their circymſtances would not ad- 


mit of their remajning in ſervice longer. Beſides thoſe” 


reſignations, there are a great many of which I have ao 
certain account, as the officers being permitted 10 go 


home on furlongh in the courſe of the laſt winter, have 


pever rejoined the. army, and have only ſent meſlages, 
or written to their regimental officers, that their own 
diſtreſſes and thoſe of their families, would not permit 


their return. As to the reſignat ions which have taken 


place 
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hope I need not on this momentous occaſion make any 
new proteſtations. of diſintereſtedneſs, having ever re- 
nounced for myſelf the idea of pecuniary. reward. The 
conſciouſneſs of having attempted faithfully to diſcharge 
my duty, and the approbation of my country, will be a 
ſufficient recompence for my ſervices. Nr 


— I have the honour to be, Kc. &c. 4 


Fa 4 -s 
none, bt. 


. GEORGE WASHINGTON, 
| 4 
His Excellency the f 
Preſident of Congreſs. 
"gs 
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oe in the Virginia line and the other troops at the 
outhward, ſince they were acting in that quarter, I have 
no account of them, but I make no doubt that many have 
happened. All theſe ſerve to ſhew the neceſſity of ſome 
more competent eſtabliſhment than the preſent one; and 
I hold it my duty to mention, from the accounts I daily 
receive, unleſs this is the caſe, that I have ſtrong reaſons 
to believe we ſhall not be able to-retain, after the end of 
the campaign, as many officers, eſpecially in ſome lines, 
as will be even ſufficient for the common duties when in 
quarters. It matters fortunately ſhould) not proceed to 
the lengths my fears forebode, yet Congreſs will be ſenſi - 
ble at the firſt vie w, of the injuries and reat inconverii- 
encies which muſt attend ſuch a continual change of offi- - 
cers and conſequent promotions, which are and will be 
inevitable, g i | N 
After having exhibited this view of the preſent ſtate 
of the army, it is almoſt needleſs to add that, exceptin 
in the rank of field officers, and a very few captains, we 
ſhall have new officers to provide, rather than old ones 
to diſband at the reduction of regiments z and how they 
are to be had I know not, no diſpoſitien having been diſ- 
covered of late to enter the ſervice. Congrels have lit-⸗ 
tile to apprehend on account of the expence of ſupernu: 
merary officers when this event takes place. 
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Cantonment, 15th March, 17833 
The officers of the army being convened agreeably ts 
a general order of the 11th inſtant, the honourable ma. 


jor geveral Gates, preſitlent, his excellency the com- 
mander in chief was pleaſed to addreſs the meeting, as 


follows: 
: 0 | i 444 Lol | 
Gentlemen, 


— 


BY an ànonimous ſummons; an attempt has been made 


to convene you together. How inconſiſtent with the rules 


of propriety, how unmilitary and how ſubverſive of all or- 


der and diſcipline,' lei the good ſeuſe of the art decide; 

In the moment of this ſammons; another auonimous 
production was ſent into circulation, addreſſed more to 
the feelings and * paſſions than to the reaſon and judg- 
ment of the army. The author of the piece is entitled 
to much credit for the goodneſs of his pen; and I could 
wiſh he had as much credit for the redtitude of his heart; 


for, as men ſee through different optics; and are imduced 


by the reflecting faculties of the mind, to uſe different 
means to attain the ſame end, the author of the addreſs 
ſhould have had more charity than to mark for ſuſpicion 
the man who fhonld recommend moderation and longer 
for bearance, or in other words; who ſhould not think as 
he thipks, and act as he adviſes. But he had'/another 
plan in view, in which candor and liberality of ſenti- 
ment, regard to juſtice and love of country, have no 
part: and he was right to infinuate the darkeſt ſuſpiei- 
on to effect the blackeſt deſign; That the addreſs is 
drawn with great art, and is defigned to anſwer the moſt 
inſidious purpoſes ; that it is calculated to impreſs the 


mind with an idea of premeditated injuſtice in the ſq» 
vereign power of the United States, and rouſe all thoſe 


reſentments which muſt unavoidably flow from ſuch a 
belief ; that the ſecret mover of this ſcheme, whoever he 


may be, intended to take advantage of the paſſions, while 


1 


they were warmed by the recollection of paſt — 
without giving time for cool, deliberative thinking, an 


that compoſure of mind which is fo neceſſary to give dig 


nity and ſtability ro meaſures, is rendered too obvious, 
by the mode of conducting the butineſs, to need other 
proof than a reference to the proceeding, — — Thus 


* 


t 1 


Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought it incumbent on 
me to obſerve to you, to ſhew upon what principles I op« 
poſed the irregular and haſty meeting which was propoſed 
to have been held on Tueſday laſt, and not becaufe I want- 
ed a diſpoſition to give you every opportunity, conſiſtent 
with your own honour, and the dignity of the army, to 
make known your grievances. If my conduct heretofore 
has not evinced to you, that I have been a faithful friend 
to the army, my declaration of it at this time would be 
ly unavailing and improper. But as I was among the 
firſt who embarked in the cauſe of our common Guntry ; 
as I have never left your fide one moment, but when call- 
ed from you on public duty ; as I have been the conſtant 
companion and witneſs of your diſtreſfes, and not among 
the laſt to feel and acknowledge your merits z as ] have 
ever conſidered my own military reputation as inſepara- 


Þly connected with that of the army; as my heart has 
ever expanded withjoy when I have heard its praiſes, and 
my indignation has ariſen when the mouth of detraction 


has been opened agaiuſt it, it cap ſcarcely be ſuppoſed 
at this laſt ſtage of the war, that I am indifferent to its 


*  ntereſts. But how are they to be promoted? The way 


is plain, ſays the anonimons addreſler. If war conti- 
nues, remove into the unſettled country; there eſtabliſh 
yourſelves and leave an ungrateful country to defend it- 
ſelf. But who are they to defend ? Our wives, our chil. 
dren, our farms and other property which we leave be- 
hind us? or, in this ſtate of hoſtile ſeparation, are we 
to take the two firſt, (the latter cannot be removed) to 
periſh in a wilderneſs with hunger, cold and nakedneſ; ? 
If peace takes place, never ſheath your ſwords,” ſays 
He, until you have obtained full and ample juſtice,” 
This dreadfkl alternative of either deſerting our country 
In the extremeſt hour of her diſtreſs, or turning our arms 
againſt it, which is the apparent object, unleſs Congreſs 
can be compelled into inſtant compliance, has ſomething 
ſo ſhocking in it, that humanity revolts at the idea, My 


| God! what can this writer have in view, by recommend- 


Ing ſuch meaſures? Can he be a friend to the army? Can 


he be a friend to this country? Kather is he not an infi- 


dious foe ? Some emiſſary, perhaps, from New-York, plot? 
ting the ruin of both, by ſawing the ſeeds of diſcord and 
ſeparation between the civil and military powers of the 
'sontinent ? and what a compliment does he pay tg. 
our 


E 1. 
our underſtandings, when he recommends meaſures, in 
either alternative, impracticable in their nature? Bat, 
here, gentlemen, I will drop the curtain, becauſe it would 
be as imprudent in me to aſſign my reaſons for this opi- 
nion, as it would be inſulting to your conception to ſup- 
_ poſe you ſtood in need of them, A moment's reflection 
will convince every diſpaſſionute mind of the phyſical im- 


poſſibility of earrying either propoſal into execution. 


here might, gentlemen, be an impropriety in my taking 
notice, in this addreſs ro you, of an anonimous producti- 
on z— bur the manner in which that performance has been 
introduced to the army, the effect it was intended to 
nave, together with ſome other circumſtances, will amply 
juſtify my obſervation on the tendevey of that writing. 
With reſpect to the advice given by the author, to 2 
pect the man who ſhall recommend moderate meaſures 
and longer forbearance, I ſpurn ir, as every man who re- 
gards that liberty and reveres that juſtice for which we 
_ contend, undoubredly maſt ; for, if men are to be pre- 
cluded from offering their ſentiments on a matter which 
may involve the moſt ſerious and alarming conſequences 
that can invite the conſideration of mankind; reaſon is 
of no uſe to us. The freedom of ſpeech may be taken 
away, and dumb and ſilent we may be led, like ſheep to 
the ſlaughter. I cannot in juſlice to my own belief, aud 
what I have great reaſon to conceive is the intention of 
Congreſs, conclude this addreſs, without giving it as my 
decided opinion, that, that honorable body entertain 
.exalred ſentiments of the ſervices of the army, and from 
a full conviction of its merits and ſufferings, will do it 
_ complete juſtice : that their endeavours to diſcover and 
eſtabliſh funds for this purpoſe have been unwearied, and 
will not ceaſe till they have ſucceeded, I have not a 
doubt. | 5 | ? | 
Hut like all other large boclies, where there is a vari- 
_ ery of different intereſts to reconcile, their determina. 
ons are flow. Why then ſhoall we diſtruſt them? Aud 
in conſequence of that dittreſt, adopt meaſureg which 
may calt a ſhade over that glory which has been ſo juſt. 
ly acquired, and tarniſh the reputation of an army which 
is celebrated throngh all Europe for its fortitude and pa- 
triotiſm ? And for what is this done? To bring the ob- 
Jet we ſeek nearer ? No, moſt certainly, in my opinion, 
it will call it at a greater diſtance. For myſelf, and 1 
| hay | | take 


e 
take no merit in giving the aſſurance, being induced to it 
from prineiples of gratitude, veracity and juſtice, a grate 


* 


ful ſenſe of the confidence you bave ever placed in me, 


n recollection of the cheerful aſſiſtance and prompt obe- 
dience I have experienced fiom you, under every viciſ« 
ſitude of fortune, and the ſincere affection I feel for an 
army I have ſo long had the honour to command, will o- 
bplige me to declare in this pablic and ſolemn manner, 
that in the attainment of compleat juſtice for all your 
toils and dangers, and in the gratification of every wiſh, ſo 
far as may be done conſiſtently with the great duty I owe 
my country, and hole powers we are bound to reſpett, 
you may freely erate my ſervices to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of my abilities. | 
While I give you theſe aſſurances, and pledge myſelf 


in the moſt unequivocal manner, to exert whatever abili- - 


ty I am poſſeſſed of in your favour, let me entreat you, 
gentlemen, on your part, not to take any meaſures, which, 
viewed in the calm light of reaſon, will lefſen the 1 EAR 


ty and ſully the glory you have hitherto maintained, — - 


Let me requeſt you to rely on the plighted faith of your 
country, and place a full confidence in the purity of the 
intentions of Congreſs; that, previous to yoùr diſſolution 


as an army, they will caufe all your accounts to be fairly 
liquidated, as directed in rhe reſolutions which were 


- Publiſhed to you two days ago; and that they will adopt 
the moſt effectual meaſures in their power to render am. 
ple juſtice to you for your faithful and meritorious ſer. 
vices, And let me conjure you in the name of our com. 
mon country, as you value your own ſacred honour, as 
vou reſpect the rights of humanity, and as you regard 
the military and national character of America, to ex- 
preſs your utmoſt horror and deteſtation of the man, 
who wiſhes, under any ſpecious pretences, to overturn 
the liberties of our country ; and who wickedly attempts 
to open the flood gates of civil diſcord, and deluge our 
riſing empire in blood. + =p 
By thus determining, and thus acting, you will purſue 
the plain and direct road to the attainment of your wiſh. 
es; you will defeat the inſidious deſigns of our enemies, 
who are compelled to reſurt from open force to ſecret ar- 
tifice. You will give one more Ciſtinguiſhed proof of 
unerampled patriotiſm, and petient virtue, rifing ſuperi- 


or to the preſſure of the moſt complicated ſufferings; and » 


you - 
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Fon will, by the dignity of your conduct, afford oreaſtonm 
for poſterity to ſay, when ſpeaking of the glorious ex- 
ample you have exhibited to mankind—*© had this day 
been wanting, the world had never ſeen the laſt ſtage of 
e to which human nature is capable of attains» 

8* N | | T7 " | ' 


His excellency having withdrawn, * moti on by ge- 
neral Knox, ſeconded by general Putnam, | 


Reſolved, That the unanimous thanks of the officers of 
the army be preſented to his excellency the commander 
in chief, for his excellent addreſs, and the communicati- 
on he has been pleaſed to make them; and that he be aſ- 
ſured that the officers reciprocate his affectionate expreſ- 


ſions, with the greateſt ſincerity of which the human heart 
is capable. 2 55 LO 


The addreſs from the army to Congreſs—the report of 
the committee from the army—and the reſolutions of 
Congreſs of 25th january, being read, : 4 

* As a motion by general Putnam, ſeconded by general 
Hand. | | þ 

Voted, That a committee be appointed immediate! 
to draw up ſome reſolutions expreſſive of the buſineſs be- 
fore us, and to report in half an hour; that this commir- 
tee conſiſt of one general officer, one field officer, and 
one captain; and that general Knox, colonel Brooks and 

captain Howard, compoſe the ſaid committee, _ 

The report of the committee being brought in, and 

fully conſidered, | | Cw oa 5 

_ * Reſolved, unanimonſly, That at the commencement of | f 
the preſent war, the officers of the American army en- | 
gaged in the ſervice of their country from the pureſt love 
and attachment to the rights and liberiies of human na- NET 
ture, which motives ſtill exiſt in the higheſt degree; and * 
that no circumſtances of diſtreſs or danger ſhall induce a 
conduct that may tend to ſully rhe reputation and glory 
which they have acquired, at the price of their blood and 


eight years faithful ſervices. | | | | : 
Reſolved, unanimouſly, That the army continue to have 
an unſhaken confidence in the juſtice of Congreſs and 
their country, and are fully convinced*thar. the repreſen- 
tatives of America will notdiſband or diſperſe the army 
until their accounts are liquidated, the balances accu- 
rately aſcertained, and adequate funds eſtabliſhed for 
« ,| Payment, and in this arrangement the officers expo ing 
| E 


— 
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the half. pay, or a commuration of it, ſhould be efficacis 
ouſly comprehended. TV MLB RT: 
© Reſalved ununimouſly, That bis excellency the com- 
mander in chief be requeſted to write io his excellency 
the prefident of Congreſs, earneſtly entreating the molt 
ſpeedy deciſion of that honourable body, upon the fub- 
jects of Hur late addreſs, which was forwarded by a com- 
mittee of the army, ſome. of whom”are waiting upon 
Congreſs for the reſult. In the alternative of peace or 
war, this event would be highly ſatisfactory, and would 
produce immediate tranquility in the minds of the army, 
and prevent any further machinations of deſigning men. 
to ſow iliſcord between the civil and military powers of 
the United States, | 4 
7 8 
Reſalved unanimouſly, That the officers of the American 
army view with abhorrence and reject with diſdain, the 
infamous propoſitions contained in a late anonimous ad- 
dre ſs to the officers of the army, and reſent with indigna- 
tion the ſecret attempts of ſome unknown perſons to col- 
let rhe officers together, in a manner totally ſubverfive 
of all diſcipline and good order. * 
_  Reſi loved unanimouſly, That the thanks of the officers of 
the army be given to the committee who preſented to 
Congreſs the late addreſs of the army, for the wiſdom 
and prudence with which they have conducted that buſi - 
neſs; and that a copy of the proceedings of this day be 
tranſinitted by the preſident to major general M*Dougall; 
and that he be requeſted to continue his ſolicitations at 
Congrats until the objects of his miſſion are accompliſh- 
ed. | ; x 
The meeting was then diſſolved. | 


HORATIO GATES, Maj. Gen. Preſident. : 


„„ 


The following are the RESOLUTIONS. referred to in 
the ſoregoing Addreſs and Recommendations. 


In CONGRESS, Serrenzt 6, 1780. 


 FYONGRESS took into conſideration the report of the 
committee ta whom were referred the inſtructions 
of the general aſſembly of Maryland to their delegates 
| in 


$A 


N 45 a 23 J | 
in Congreſs, re ſped ing the articles of confederation, and 


the declaration therein referred to, the act of the legiſla - 
ture of New York on the ſame ſubject, and the remon- 


 Qirance of the genera] aſſembly of Virginia; which report 


was agreed to, and is in the words following, n 
That having duly conſidered the ſeveral matters to 


them ſubmitted, they conceive'it unneceſſary ro examine 


into the merits or policy of the inſtructions or decla- 
ration of the general aſſembly of Maryland, or of the 


remonſtranee of the general aſſembly of irginia, as they 


involve queſtions, a difcuſhon of which was declined on 
mature conſideration, when the articles of confederation 
were debated ; nor, in the opinion of the committee, can 
ſuch queſtions be now revived with any proſpect of con- 
ciliation : that it appears more adviſeable to preſs upon 
thoſe ſtates which can remove the embarraſlmenis reſpect. 
ing the weſtern country, a liberal ſurrender of a portion 
of their territorial claims, ſince they cannot be pre ſerv- 
ed entire without endangering the ſtability of the gene- 
ral confederacy ; to remind them how indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſlary it is to eſtabliſh the ſœderal union on a fixed aud 
permanent baſis, and on principles acceptable to all its 
reſpective members; how eſfential to public eredit and 
confidence, to the ſupport of our army, to the vigor of 
our councils and ſucceſs of our meaſures, to our tranqui- 
Jity at home, and our reputation abroad, to our preſent 
ſafety and our future proſperity, to our very exiſtence as 
a free, ſovereign and independent people: that they are 
Fully perſuaded the wiſdom of the reſpective legiſlatures 
will lead them to a full and impartial conſideration of a _ 
ſubject ſo intereſting to the United States, and fo ne- 
ceſſary to the happy eſtabliſhment of the federal union; 
that they are confirmed in theſe expectations by a review 
of the before mentioned act of the legiſſa ure of New-York, 
ſubmitted to their conſideration ; that this act is exprefl- 
1y calculated to accelerate the federal alliance, by re- 
moving, as far as depends on that flate, the impedi- 


ment ariſing from the weſtern country, and for that pur - 


poſe to yield ap a portion of territorial claim far the ge. 
neral benefit : whereupen, | 5p 

Reſolved, That copies of the ſeveral papers referred to 

the commitree be tranſmitted, with a copy of the report, 


to the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates ; and that it be ; 


earneſtly recommended to thoſe ſtates who have claims 


2 


any nine or more of them, 


ay 


T4) 


= 


| td ihe weern country, to pals ſuch les, and giye thetr 


delegates in Congreſs ſuch powers, as may effectually re. 


move the only obſtacle to a final ratification of the art - 
. cles of confederation z and that the legiſlature of Mary- 
Jand be earneſtly requeſted ro authoriſe their delegares 


in Congreſs to ſubſcribe the ſaid articles, 


In CONGRESS, oeroszs 10, 180. 


CONGRESS reſumed the confideration of the report of 
the committee on the motion of the delegates of Virginiaz 
and thereupon, _ . | 

Refſelved, That the unappropriated lands that may be 
ceded or relinquiſhed to the United States, by any parti- 
eular ſtates, purſuant to the recommendation of Conpreſs 
of the 6th day of September laſt, fhall be diſpoſed of for 
the common benefit of the United States, and be fertlsd 
and formed into diſtin republican States, which ſhall 
become members of the federal union, and have the 
ſame rights of ſovereignty, freedom and independence 


Jeſs. than one hundred, nor more thag one hundred and 
fifry miles ſquare, or as near thereto. as circumſtances 
will admit: that the neceſſary and reaſonable expences 
which any particular ftate ſhall have incurred ſince the 
commencement of the preſent war, in ſubduing any 


as the other ſtates: that each ſtate which ſhall be ft - 
formed, ſhall contain a ſuitable extent of territory, not 


Britiſh poſts, or in maintaining forts or garriſons within 


and for the defence, or in acquiring any part of the ter- 


ritory that may be ceded or relinquiſhed to the United 


States, ſhall be reimburſed: | 

That the ſaid lands ſhall be granted and ſettled at fuch 
times, and under ſuch regulations as ſhall be hereafter a- 
greed on by the. United States in Congreſs aſſembled, or 


9 N 64 


By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS | Afembled, | 


DzczmuEn 16, 1782. 


t, pra- 
per 


- 


tion may avoid tlie evils of an exceſſive accumulation of 
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per fonds ſhjuld be eſtabhfhed, not only for paying the 
annual value or intereſt of the ſame, but for diſcharging 
the principal within a reaſonable period; by which a na- 


debt; therefore, 


- 


|  Riſolved, That whenever the nett produce of any funde 


recommended by Congreſs, and granted by the ſtates, for 


Mr, the debt already contracted, or for procurin 
0 


Future loans for the fijpport of the war, ſhall execed the 
ſum requifite for paying che ititereſt of the whole àmeunt 
of the national Lede Which theſe ſtates may owe at the 
termination of the preſent wur, the ſurplus of ſueh grants 
mall form a ſinking fund, to be inviolably appropriated 
to the pay ment of the principal of the ſaid debt, and mall 
on no account be diyerted to any other purpoſe. 

And in order that the ſeveral ſtates may have proper 
information of the ſtate of their finauces, it is further 
reſolved, that as ſoon as the public debt can be liquida ted, 
each ſtate be annuatly furniſhed with the amount there- 


of and the intereſt thereon, and alſo of the proceeds and 


diſpoſition of the funds provided for the redemption 


thereof: | | = 
Keſelved, That the faith of the United States be pledged 


for the obſervance of the n reſolgon f aud chat 


if any ſtate ſhall think it neceſſary to make it a condition 
of their grants, the ſame will be confidered by Congreſs 
as conſiſtent with their reſolution of the 3d of February, 

1781. | ; 11 F 
By the UNITED STATES in "CONGRESS Afenibled, 


FESBRUARY 17, 1783. 


WHEREAS by the 8th article of the confederation and 
perpetual union, it is agreed and declared, that all char- 
ges of wer, and all other expences for the common de- 


. Fence or general welfare, allowed by the United States 
jn Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall be defrayed out of a common 


treaſury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral lates in 
proportion to the value of all land within each ſtate, 
granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon, as ſuch land aud 
the buildings and improvements thereon, ſhall be eſti. 
mated according to ſuch mode as the United States in 

N | _ Congreſs © 


” 
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Congreſs aſſe mbled ſhall from time to time direct and 
4 nppoint. A * | 0 | 7 5 
FKeſeloed, That the lagiſlature of each ſtate be, and they 


ure hereby required to take ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear 
to them molt effectual for obtaining a juſt and accurate 
-- account of the quantity of land in ſuch ſtate, granted to 
or ſurveyed for any perſon, the number of buildings 
thereon, diſtinguiſhing dwelling houſes from other build- 
ings, and. rhe number of its inhabitants, diſtinguiſhing 
white from black: that the legiſlature of each ſtate be, 
and they are hereby alſo required to cauſe the ſaid ac- 

3 count to be tranſmitted and delivered to Congreſs, on or 
before the 1ſt day of March, 1784 ; and that Congreſs will, 


* 
' 


on the ad day of March, 1784, or at their next ſitting 


 thereafter,appoint a grand committee, conſiſting of a mem - 
ber preſent from each ſtate, to take into their conſidera - 
tion the ſaid return, any nine of whom concurring ſhall 


make a juſt and true eſtimate of the value of all the lands 


In each of the United States, granted to or ſurveyed for 
any perſon, and of the buildings and improvements there- 
on, and ſhall report ſuch eſtimate to Congreſs, to be ſub. 


ject only to their approbation or rejection. That the 


aid eſtimate, when approved by Congreſs, ſhall be a rule 
Far adjuſting all accounts between the United States and 
time individual ftates; that is, each ſtate ſhall be debited 


For its juſt quota or proportion on the principle afore- - 


aid, of the money tneretofore advanced or paid, and of 

, the amount in value of the ſupplies furniſhed by all the 
| ſtates for the ſervice of the United States. and credite 
for the money advanced aud the amount in value of the 
Fopplies furniſhed by ſuch ſtate for the ſervice of the U- 

nited States. That the ſaid eſtimate ſhall operate for a 

term not exceeding five years, as a rule for apportioning 

on the ſeveral ſtates the ſums which Congreſs ſhall from 

time to time deem neceſſary and require to be raiſed for 
ſupporting the public credit and contingent expences ; and 

that the money which ſhall be paid from time to time by- 

any ſtate into the continental treaſury, on account of ſuch 

quota or apportionment, ſhall be duly paſſed to the ere. 

Lit of ſach ſtate on the ſaid Xa „„ 
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